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The Location Patterns of Company-affiliated Research and
Development Institutes
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Abstract : The importance of R & D activities has been emphasized in modern economy due to rapid growth of high-
tech industry. This research has taken a macroscopic approach to understand the spatial location pattern of company-
affiliated R & D institute. According to the result based on this analysis, a number of company-affiliated R & D
institutes have shown high centralization in Seoul Metropolitan Area(SMA); however, more serious analysis has shown
that institutes have different regional tendencies based on their industrial classifications with lower high-tech
tendencies show less centralization in the SMA. Moreover, it also has indicated that larger corporations or higher
capability of hiring top class researcher have tendency to decentralize their institutes. The result also points out that
institutes are likely to be located near their head offices or factories; or located along with other research institutes in
the same industrial field. The locations of the institutes, however, have shown the regional differences as well. After
taking all the characteristics into consideration, this study has categorized types of institutes locations into four groups.
Key Words : research and development activity, locational types, company-affiliated R&D institutes.
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