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(Abstract)
With interests and participation in the costumeplay that

mimics characters appeared on carton or animation in recent
days, the costumeplay becomes one of cultural phenomena.
Using a qualitative research method, this study identified
costumeplayers’ costume consumption pattern and explored
its meanings from the perspective of consumption culture.
Indeed, this study intended to help for understanding
costumeplayer group as a consumer, and to provide basic
knowledge about new market analysis related to fashion
design and marketing.

The results from the analyzing participant observation and
in-depth interviews data are as follows: first, costumeplayers
usually begin costumeplay by friends’ invitations or by
themselves and then continue on participating. Through the
costumeplay, participants have benefits such as fun,
departure from the daily life, and social interaction. Second,
participants acquire costumes through purchase, rent,
producing or combination of daily wear, but both purchase
and rent account high. Third, the meanings of consumption
culture in  costumeplay include consumption behavior
repeating possession and disposal. Also, costumeplayers
concerns  efficiency when purchasing or renting the
costumes, and intermet is a place where information search,
comparison, and actual purchasing are occurred. Based on
the results, fashion design and marketing implication,
limitation of this study and further research ideas were
suggested.

(Keyword)
Costume Design, Costume Play, Consumption Culture
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