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A Study on Environmental Design Treatments of Subway Stations in Terms of Visual Cues
for Place Indication
- Focused on the Cases of Seoul, Tokyo and Taipei -
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(Abstract)

Currently, finding one’s way in the underground spaces
associated with subway stations in large cities is becoming
a serious problem, and an environment that facilitates
wayfinding is becoming more important. This study
investigated interior treatments that function as visual cues
in the subway stations of Seoul, Tokyo, and Taipei in order
to develop design guidelines that would improve the
place-cognition environment.

A theorefical study has shown that there are three
categories of visual cue for place cognition: marked trails,
regional differentiation, and landmarks. The case study
showed that marked trails involve treatments like vertical
markers, confrontational positioning, and subway color
codes. Regional differentiation involves patterns on the
fioors and walls, and accent colors on the walls and
columns. Landmarks include treatments such as super
graphics, symbolic features, artistic decoration and special
lights. In the cases of Seoul, marked trails and regional
differentiation were predominant. In addition, the Clympic
symbol "Hodor" and the ancient Korean character
"Hunminjungeum" were used as landmarks. In the cases of
Tokyo, regional differentiation predominated over marked
trails because of the complexity of the spatial structure and
subway line connection system. In the cases of Taipei,
simple, unified images predominated, and there was
minimal dependence on marked trails and landmarks. The
need for regional differentiation was weak, because the
stations studied have open structures that guarantee an
open field of view.

The results of this research could be used as design
guidelines, after further experimental verification, that would
help to improve the public environment in terms of
wayfinding.

(Keywords)
Visual Cue, Place Cognition, Informational Environment,
Subway Station, Wayfinding
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