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abstract

What Drives Skilled Migration?
Cross-country Evidence, 1990~2000

Changkeun Lee

Recent migration is led by skilled labor, This paper performes a cross-country
analysis to find the determinants of skilled migration using recently released
Doquier and Marfouk(2005) data as dependent variable and economic indicators of
nations as independent variables. Regression results show that the skilled migration
to OECD countries are driven not only by income motive but also by structural
factors, such as industrial structure and life expectancy, which have broader
meanings in development. It is noteworthy that structural factors of a nation
become more important as its income level rises. English seems to have positive
effect on skilled migration. Some region-specific factors, proximity to USA of
Caribbean countries and political instability of Gold Coast countreis, for example,
are found. Middle-income countries seem to be the most vulnerable to the possible
risk of brain drain.

Key Words: Geographic Labor Mobility, Migration, Brain Drain, Skilled Labor
Migration



