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Abstract

We have investigated the distribution of major local foods cultivated in Gwangju City and Jeollanam-Do in order to understand
the food culture of Honam region. The local foods were divided into 4 classes: agricultural, aquatic, animal and other products.
124 species of local foods, including 51 agricultural products, 50 aquatic products, 6 animal products and 17 others, were identified
from this region. In Jeollanam-Do area, the agricultural products have a variety of fruits and vegetables, and aquatic products
have fishes. In particular, rice, cucumber, pear, anchovy, oyster, laver, oyster mushroom, shiitake mushroom, and honey were
determined as major local foods in Jeollanam-Do area. Note that Mudeungsan watermelon is cultivated in Gwangju, and sweet
smelt and cat fish caught only in Sumjin river and Tamjin river area. In recent years, pumpkin (Cucurbita maxima Duchesne),
paprika, kiwi and melon were determined as major local foods in Jeollanam-Do. Furthermore, branding strategy of agricultural
and animal products can be said to improve. Wild types of aquatic productions, mushrooms and wild edible greens have been
decreasing, whereas cultivated production increasing. The kinds of special local foods in Gwangju City and Jeollanamdo area were

influenced by geographical, religious and social factors.
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