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An analysis of symbols of animal patterns in oriental and occidental clothing
- focusing on comparison of Buddhism- Confucianism and Christian cultural area -

Yun- Jung Lee
Dept. of Practical Arts, Gyeongin National University of Education

Abstract

Patterns in clothing symbolize some specific meaning that differs across cultures and religions, although patterns have been
mostly used to realize human desires to overcome natural hazards in every culture or religion. This research aims to compare
animal patterns of Korea (Confucian/Buddhism culture) with those of Byzantine (Christian culture), based upon a research method
of literature survey.

It is found through the research that both cultures used common patterns, such as dragon, butterfly, bat, honeybee, peacock,
fish, and chicken.

In the case of dragon patterns, Korea used it to symbolize emperor, dignity, or authority, while Byzantine used it for devil. Bat
patterns had different symbolic meanings in both cultures: they mean happiness, longevity, prosperity or many off-springs in
Korea while they mean misfortune or unhappiness in Byzantine.

On the other hand, the rest of animal patterns, including butterfly, honeybee, peacock, chicken, had quite a similar symbolic
meaning. Butterfly means change of life or beginning of new life in Korea, whereas it means resurrection in Byzantine. Honeybee
symbolizes diligence, order, and cooperation. Many animal patterns were used in both cultures at the same time. Another
difference can be found in terms of the kind of animals; for example, Korea used wild goose, pheasant, giraffe, deer, mandarin
duck & turtle, while Byzantine used eagle, snake, pigeon. Of course, each and every animal has its own meaning, mostly positive.

Except dragons and bats, both cultures have a similar meaning in most of animal patterns. Generally speaking, Korea used
imaginary animals to pray for human happiness, but Byzantine used real animals to pray for resurrections.

Key Words : animal pattern, symbol, Buddhism- Confucianism cultural area, Christian cultural area
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