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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to introduce the concept of social capital to the studies of human ecology in Korea. Social
capital theory provides a framework for analyzing well being of families because the concept of social capital can be
understood as an important family resource, including social networks, social supports, and family structure. The utilization of
the social capital theory, considering both positive and negative effects on equality, in the studies of human ecology is expected
to contribute to the social understanding of the characteristics of households as a system that are related with environments,
and provide a basic theoretical framework for discussing family structure, human capital development, poverty, and healthy

families.
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