dure et sz A39W A 4520064 79)
] Prev Med Public Health 2006,39(4):365-370

SArThahn ozt A gohg el 71 o stal, SAt s Sl shujst ol st m A, A goliE e QAT A ASHEA R
4 N
Occupational Differentials in Cigarette Smoking in South Korea:
Findings from the 2003 Social Statistics Survey
Hong-Jun Cho, Young-Ho Khang", Sung-Cheol Yun®
Department of Family Medicine, Asan Medical Center, University of Ulsan College of Medicine; Department of Preventive Medicine,
University of Ulsan College of Medicine”; Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Clinical Research Center, Asan Medical Center”
Objectives : The purpose of this study was to investigate smoking compared with the clerical workers. After adjusting
the differences in smoking rates according to the major for education, occupational differences in the smoking rate
occupational categories in South Korea. for men were attenuated in most occupations, except for
Methods : The study subjects were a weighted sample of legislators, professionals, and technicians. Further
24,495 men and 26,121 women aged 25-64 from the 2003 adjustment for marital status and self-rated health had a
Social Statistics Survey, which was conducted by the Korea minimal effect on the occupational differences in the
National Statistical Office. Occupation was classified smoking rate for men. For women workers with service or
according to the Korean Standard Occupation Classification. elementary occupations, the ORs of smoking were
We computed the age-standardized smoking rates attenuated with adjustment of the educational levels.
according to gender and occupations after adjusting for the However, the ORs of smoking were increased in workers
education level, marital status, and self-rated health. with service, sales or elementary occupations, as well as
Results : For men, the smoking rate in elementary for legislators, and the unemployed, the retired and the
occupations was two times higher than that of clerks (OR= armed forces, after additionally adjusting for marital status.
1.98, 95% Cl=1.74-2.26). In general, a more prestigious Conclusions : More prestigious jobs generally correlated
job(professionals) correlated with lower smoking rates, and with lower smoking rates in both sexes. The anti-tobacco
less prestigious jobs correlated with higher smoking rates, policy should consider smoking rate differentials by
except for legislators, senior officials and managers. For occupations.
women, smoking among service workers was 4.1 times
higher than among clerical workers (OR=4.11, 95% Cl= J Prev Med Public Health 2006;39(4):365-370
2.87-5.88). For women, their occupations, except
elementary workers, and the unemployed, the retired and Key words : Smoking, Occupations, Gender, South Korea
the armed forces, failed to show significant differences in
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Table 1. Occupational differentials in cigarette smoking among South Korean males aged 25-64

(number of subjects=24,495)
Age-,
. Age- Age-and  education-,
. weighied "o e adused 2% educaton andmarl LY
Occupational no. of . . adjusted . adjusted
e no. of smoking  smoking . adjusted status .
classification . urrent odds ratio . . odds ratio
subjects smokers rate  rate (95% 95% Q) oddsratio  adjusted 5% Cl)
Ccn 95%CI)  odds ratio
95% Ch
Legislators, senior 988 540 547 594 1.16 120 121 121
officials and managers 49.0-69.8) (1.00-1.34) (1.04-140) (1.04-141) (1.04-141)
Professionals 1,636 695 425 407 0.59 0.66 0.66 0.67
(37.344.1) (052-066) (0.580.75) (0.58-0.75) (0.59-0.76)
Technicians and associate 2494 1419 569 537 1.02 1.03 1.03 1.02
professionals (504-57.0) (091-1.13) (0.92-1.15) (092-1.15) (091-1.14)
Clerks 2792 1576 564 528 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
(49.8-55.8) (reference) (reference) (reference) (reference)
Service workers 1,331 804 604 59.1 1.30 114 114 113
(549-632) (1.13-148) (0.99-1.30) (0.99-1.30) (0.99-1.30)
Sales workers 2062 1335 64.7 644 1.60 142 142 141
(609-679) (142-181) (125-1.60) (1.26-1.60) (1.25-1.59)
Skilled agricultural, 1,221 668 547 587 148 115 1.16 1.18
forestry and fishery (512-66.1) (1.28-1.70) (0.99-1.33) (1.00-135) (1.01-1.37)
workers
Craft and related trades 3,398 2,182 642 63.5 1.54 1.24 123 122
workers (60.8-663) (139-1.71) (L.11-1.38) (1.10-1.37) (1.09-136)
Plant, machine operators 3,501 2,165 61.8 61.3 1.40 113 112 111
and assemblers (58.6-639) (1.27-1.56) (101-125) (1.00-1.25) (099-123)
Elementary occupations 1,710 1,124 657 68.7 198 1.56 1.53 153
(644-73.1) (1.74-226) (1.37-179) (1.34-1.76) (1.33-1.75)
The unemployed, retired, 3362 1,882 56.0 610 124 1.10 1.08 1.07
and armed forces (57.8-642) (1.12-138) (0.99-1.23) (0.97-1.20) (0.96-1.20)
Total 24495 14390 58.7
* Age, education, marital status, and self-rated health were adjusted.
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Table 2. Occupational differentials in cigarette smoking among South Korean females aged 25-64

(number of subjects=26,121)
Age-,
. Age- Age-and  education-,
. Weightod VO crge adusied 2% cducation andmarid LD |
Occupational no. of . . adjusted . adjusted
e no. of smoking  smoking . adjusted status .
classification . current odds ratio . ) odds ratio
subjects smokers rate  rate (95% 95% C) oddsratio  adjusted 95% CT)
cn (95%Cl)  odds ratio
(95% CI)
Legislators, senior 79 3 38 26 248 218 327 353
officials and managers 0055 (0.77-801) (0.51-938) (099-10.80) (1.07-11.68)
Professionals 1,19 14 12 09 0.61 085 091 090
0415 (033-1.13) (039-1.84) (048-1.71) (047-1.69)
Technicians and associate 1,013 21 21 23 111 1.66 134 133
professionals (L036) (065-190) (091-3.04) (0.77-2.31) (0.77-2.30)
Clerks 2,102 39 19 14 1.00 100 1.00 1.00
(09-1.8) (reference) (reference) (reference) (reference)
Service workers 3228 210 6.5 75 411 366 4.02 4.06
63-86) (2.87-5.88) (242555) (277-584) (2.80-590)
Sales workers 2527 57 23 25 135 135 1.55 1.55
(19-32) (0.89-205 (0.852.14) (1.01-238) (1.01-237)
Skilled agricultural, Li71 16 14 09 071 063 103 1.04
forestry and fishery 02-1.7) (039-130) (0.35-1.13) (0.56-191) (0.56-1.93)
workers
Craft and related trades 803 16 20 43 1.26 090 135 140
workers (17700 (070-227) (045-181) (0.74-247) (0.76-2.56)
Plant, machine operators 512 6 12 13 0.70 0.70 071 0.72
and assemblers 0125 (0.29-1.68) (0.30-1.63) (029-1.72) (0.30-1.73)
Elementary occupations 1,944 62 32 4.1 1.88 157 210 209
(2.162) (1.24-2.87) (098252) (135325 (1.35323)
The unemployed, retired, 11,543 348 30 31 171 1.76 245 232
and armed forces (27-34) (1.21-240) (1.18262) (1.72-350) (1.62-331)

Total 26,121 792 30

* Age, education, marital status, and self-rated health were adjusted.
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