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A Study on the Status of Patients with Infertility in a Department of
Oriental Gynecology for the last Three Years and on the Future Policy
of Infertility Treatment in Oriental Medicine

Su-Kyung Kwon, Myung-Ja Kang, Dong-Il Kim
Department of Gynecology, College of Oriental Medicine, Dong—-guk University

Objectives : This study was to analyze the status of patients with infertility in the department of oriental
gynecology in an oriental medical hospital and propose infertility treatment in oriental medicine.

Methods : This study was presented with 2,153 cases of infertile women who had visited the department of oriental
gynecology in one oriental hospital in Seoul from 2002 to 2004.

Results : The total number infertile patients has decreased year by year. The age range of patients was getting
higher and the age group between 30 and 35 took up about one half of the total patients. The duration of infertility
for less than 3 years held about 50-60% of the total patients, and the mean duration of infertility was 39.18+29.57
months (2004). The most common occupations of females were professionals or administrative managers. The
secondary infertility was increasing and unexplained infertility increased from 38.2% (in 2002) to 54.4% (in 2004).
However the duration of treatment was shorter. This shows that the age range of the patients having oriental-medicine
treatment is gradually getting higher and the number of the patients having oriental-medicine treatment and
compliance is decreasing.

Conclusions : More studies about objectification of oriental medicine need to precede any other studies. Then, it
is thought to be necessary to rebuild cooperative relationships between oriental & western medicine through
systematic research and political supports and to establish firm foundations of oriental medicine.

Key Words: infertility, oriental medicine, public policy.
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Table 1. Age Distribution

2002 2003 2004
No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
21-25 2 (0.2) 4 (0.5) 1 (0.2)
25-29 252 (31.4) 196 (25.9) 139 (23.5)
30-34 390 (48.6) 411 (54.2) 306 (51.7)
35-39 130 (16.2) 128 (16.9) 120 (20.3)
40-50 29 (3.6) 19 (2.5) 26 (4.4)
Total 803 758 592
MeantS.D. 31.743.64 31.7+3.51 32.2543.67
Table 2. Occupational Distribution
2002 2003 2004
No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Salespersons or Services 45 (5.6) 39 (5.1) 34 (5.7)
Professionals or administrative managers 221 (27.5) 189 (24.9) 173 (29.2)
Office workers 150 (18.7) 149 (19.7) 114 (19.3)
Technicians 27 3.4) 25 (3.3) 12 (2.0)
Housewives 353 (44.0) 346 (45.6) 247 (41.7)
Students 7 (0.9) 10 (1.3) 12 (2.0)
Total 803 758 592
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Table 3. Residence Distribution

2002 2003 2004

No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Seoul 332 (41.3) 359 (47.4) 280 (47.3)
Gyeonggi 258 (32.1) 243 (32.1) 187 (31.6)
Gangwon 12 (1.5) 24 (3.2) 15 (2.5)
Gyeongsang 24 (3.0) 14 (1.8) 8 (1.4)
Jeolla 29 (3.6) 14 (1.8) 11 (1.9)
Chungcheong 38 (4.7 16 (2.1) 13 (2.2)
Inchon 38 (4.7) 28 3.7) 31 (1.2)
Daejeon 25 3.1) 9 (1.2) 7 (1.2)
Busan 9 (1. 5 (0.7) 6 (1.0)
Daegu 7 (0.9) 4 (0.5) 6 (1.0)
Gwangju 12 (1.5) 5 (0.7) 3 (0.5)
Ulsan 0 4 (0.5) 1 (0.2)
Jeju 0 2(03) 1 (0.2)
Foreign countries 19 (2.4) 31 4.1) 23 (3.9)
Total 803 758 592
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Table 4. Duration of Infertility

2002 2003 2004

No (%) No (%) No (%)
Less than 3 years 414 (51.6) 403 (53.2) 347 (58.6)
3-6 years 314 (39.1) 284 (37.5) 195 (32.9)
7-10 years 56 (7.0) 52 (6.9) 35 (5.9
More than 10 years 19 2.4) 19 (2.5) 15 2.5)
Total 803 758 592
Mean+S.D. 42.39+£29.92 41.78+30.34 39.18429.57
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Table 5. Frequency of Primary and Secondary infertility

2002 2003 2004

No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Primary infertility 538 (67.0) 430 (56.7) 370 (62.5)
Secondary infertility 265 (33.0) 328 (43.3) 222 (37.5)
Total 803 758 592

Table 6. Distribution of Infertility Factors in Female Patients

2002 2003 2004
No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Cervical 15 (2) 10 (1.4) 11 (2)
Uterine 78 (10.2) 57 (7.8) 28 (5)
Tubal 94 (12.3) 75 (10.2) 54 (9.6)
Peritoneal 60 (7.9) 42 (5.7) 29 (5.1
Ovulatory 150 (19.7) 111 (15.1) 67 (11.9)
Immunological 2 (0.3) 2 (0.3) 0
Chromosome aberration 1 (0.1) 2 (0.3) 2 (0.4)
Male 71 (9.3) 94 (12.8) 66 (11.7)
Unexplained 291 (382) 342 (46.5) 307 (54.4)
Total 762 735 564
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Table 7. Duration of Treatment

year No. (%)
2002 Less than 1 month 245 (30.5)
2-3 months 333 (41.46)
More than 3 months 225 (28)
Total 803
2003 Less than 1 month 309 (40.76)
2-3 months 256 (33.77)
More than 3 months 193 (25.46)
Total 758
2004 Less than 1 month 263 (44.42)
) 2-3 months 240 (40.54)
More than 3 months 89 (15.02)
Total 592
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Table 8. Distribution of Infertility Factors in Post-Treatment Women Reported Pregnancy

2002 2003 2004

No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
Cervical 4 (43) 0 1(23)
Uterine 8 (8.6) 1 (2.2) 3 (7.0)
Tubal 8 (8.6) 6 (13.3) 4(93)
Peritoneal 5(54) 2 (44) 1@23)
Ovulatory ) 28 (30.1) 6 (13.3) 3 ()
Immunological 0 0 0
Chromosome aberration 0 1(22) 0
Male 6 (6.5) 8 (17.8) 4 (9.3)
Unexplained 34 (36.6) 21 (46.7) 27 (62.8)
Total 93 45 43
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Table 9. Oriental Treatment in Pregnancy or Postpartum

Oriental treatment No. %
No 58 32.1
pregnancy 60 33.1
Yes postpartum or after abortion 49 27.1
pregnancy and postpartum 14 7.7
Total 181 100
Table 10. Western hospital visiting and Duration of Treatment
Western hospital visiting
No Yes X2 p-value
Less than 1 month 63(7.7%) 754(92.3%)
1-3 months 33(4.0%) 796(96.0%) 18.275 0.000™"
More than 3 months 15(3.0%) 491(97.0%)

Significant P value was calculated with Pearson chi-square test.
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Table 11. ART and Duration of treatment

PHE 3AT D BUAE el Wdd EQ8Ae] dejeda s g gk A (29D

Assisted Reproductive Technology

No Yes X2 p-value
Less than 1 month 1330(81.4%) 304(18.6%)
1-3 months 1270(76.6%) 388(23.4%) 49.097 0.000™"
More than 3 months 705(69.7%) 307(30.3%)

Significant P value was calculated with Pearson chi-square test
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