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Adaptive Inter-Agent Communication Protocol
for Large-Scale Mobile Agent Systems

Jinho Ahn'

ABSTRACT

This paper proposes an adaptive inter-agent communication protocol to considerably reduce the amount of agent location information
maintained by each service node and the message delivery time while avoiding the dependency of the home node of a mobile agent. To
satisfy this goal, the protocol enables each mobile agent to autonomously leave its location information only on some few of its visiting
nodes. Also, it may significantly reduce the agent cache updating frequency of each service node by keeping the identifier of the location
manager of each agent in the smart agent location cache of the node. Simulation results show that the proposed protocol reduces about
76% ~ 80% of message delivery overhead and about 76% ~ 79% of the amount of agent location information each service node should
maintain compared with the traditional one.

Key Words : Mobile Agent System, Scalability, Reliability, Directory Service, Message Delivery Service
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24 OZ3 Zo] FHHA F MR L FAGES T ok
Eix=y

w9121 94 (location independence)
& olF doAEI} ALY AYS sHEy] Hi, AL
HOog ZAET b o]EaT} o|3t EA mRo] 9

o eolAES BAHLA B e doldEe] @A A

WAZ F4 el vl Gobo ok AL WS 44
o7 o wetd, Ao cloldEs] WA AN wl
A RET YAGE ooAE FAL AWE ST &

AEZ do} e},

2 2154 gl do|AE
communication)

olF olle]AE AlzgleA MAX AZngn ojojdE
olFHAL Mz HEr|Hog Fydr) oI} 54 g
of dejel dojHE olFA I ojolHERS HAR &4
(message loss)o] HAE & glr}, a2z E37 dojHE
(target agent)7} AF TLAEZF o|F3Hals 1 dojdE
2 FAEE fAREL e A48 ¢ Y=F Fof
Eig=y

7+ $Al(reliable inter-agent

ol do|HE o|FHE T AL dEAA V)
& o]F dojdEZR A = ac} 3
BREMNAE 7|9H(broadcast-based) 71R[14]& FHstn A
Y e dolHET FAL HAgsty, g de|dEE
ﬂW4~1W2Eﬂ HE2E F4E TbesA e
a2, 499 wAAe] i A delHEE $XA)7]7)
A3, o] /ML HEHINA 2 do]HEI HEdd B
T =E53% A&k vk gty BRESN2E 79 7
A2 ol2fg SAel o3 it 24b ofo]HE suk Al
oA wif B2 EfHL IHAZD ¢ gonz AEH )X
3t 7 HAR, & oo]dE 7)yk(home agent-based) 7]
Rl1LeA = 2 o5 olo]dES] YA KT} z4le] A€

Nlo

B2Ed ERJstE & oo|AES o8 @2 F o%
dolHE/} & T2EV} obd OE 9B FAER o|FT
grtth, g & dolHEA AN XS LTk
5“4 ek, A Jo]HETL T o) do]HdER WAA
g Bitd, O dAAE HA 3T & ZAEZ Hddn)
AE & °ﬂ OJHEE 1 HWAAE #7F o]F dodER
gttt 2, o] syl ZF olF do|HER FFal=
E WAA S0l HEA #F & S2EE AXM dedHn
A, olF do]HE A2’ R AXE AE, o] 7]
He § 32Ed 2 R3E HAANZ £ 9= ‘&%‘i%
ZHAA Eoh =3 F ZAEV YEYAZRE dAdgEs
AF ZAo] #HEdhe BE o)F CoHEEY Filo] B}
sk mRGo 2 99 EE s (forwarding point-
er- based) 7|®[8, 12, 15, 16l9ME 7+ o]%F do|HEY]
AAARIE B8 £ co|dE ofsiMut AHE Ao
olye}, 1 oo]AEI} UE FTAER o]F mwuit) o)A
of WEY T2Ed A9 YXNHR(EYY EJENE @
ok wEA, ofdl Fax ofo]HET} U9 o]F oejd
EZ fARE R A4S, o] o]F doAEI dA7AA W
TP $2ES0 fAEH1 Sl £YY9 TUIHE E&A
2 fAAZE dgdn 28eg, o] JEe F do|HE 7]
B Vel Ae] & 2B B4 REA 9 vEYa 9
EAE 2% 4 gtk 28y, o] 71 wAR A A
3F olF do]HEV} HEIYA BE FAEEZ Zaolwt o
AAZE ARHBE AF o|FEE olF oo A E(highly
mobile agent)ell g HAAA EHY w]go| mjf FolH
T Stk B3 o)F do|HE F7t F43] FbEE A

1-1:1 A ]

72t 52E7} BEeloF o XA TUE FE aVF %
ofdth. ol 0% oAEY YAHu AFhY $F 2

Hejul g Sk AN ATk

a3, ASHoR oF do]AE Alxgo] tiFstgd
w2t A2 YEYA 7271 e AL AHEEHE
1HES 71 FEE2 S7Htd e, el AT
2 71 7t 7)1E Wyl vls) 2o #7359 o)F
A AAYEl AAE Bart vk wEA,
oleg 7| e dAS M) A
Alade] 8734 sl

3 o

2
. o

2
2
Im
R~

A

i
=
—_t

fm Tl ol

o
2
o

2 30
Fo‘l

n:{o
lmm

fir

fil of

=
O

> o i 2 A
]
o3
2
©
b R
rz
H g
e
fo
¥°,
i~ e 4
2 o
ot o
o 2
o m
&
o lm ofm i

wt 3L o
=2

2

o
)

2 b
>

X

2

L

by
ok 1o ok
B
)
o

ol
]
o
M
8
i
it
of)
e
= &

XN
g3
oo
o |u
$
N
w
¥
30
)

ol
o
)
2,
=

o
b
d %
N
T

b
i 2o
o
o
2,
s

tm
1 ox
ok
=
o
2
i
N
=
N
juat)
i3
Y
i

- o

ro o

&

O%

ot Ao ok > Ho |o W ot

ox
=
el

o0 o A Xt oo 4y ot & rok ofn
>,
>
2
)
2
ol
X8
in
lo
of
o2
i)
ol

20,
T
o5

, 28l e &

71€8ka, 33
44 ME Ao
EE3° Aergtct 54

ol

rr =
Ly
32
s

4L o3 2ok WA
_0__
==}

=2
R4

o
=3

o
2

-,

2

Im

z’

).

o

o
=2
=
%
ru?.
rOl
£ I-U

N flr Ha e i

RoXor
2

o (i
o
-

R
30
rir
=2
°
XN
fm
N,
ol
r>
{&l



=

7 6dolNE 47 AgE ZREZY YR/ 2F9E A
‘%‘3}31 2 =g 488 AN

2. MAH gl

B =TdA AAAsE o dolHE AzgdAe od
g A9 Wz HdE EZ(global clock) AR I YA
g} I3, o] A|2g2 H|FU|H otk BE doJHEE 7}
249 &ng2 3, o] HEZ WAA] AEFATS #T
A e de|HE AMuA k=

olth. Alz"e A9

A =TE do|HESe] oA}
€ ATy, 2 Muls w=x0 23
E

) AR 2+ e

P~
At gegtM, 7 do)HEE Al A AdAie A4l
9 ¥ w= AExE ZFso ALEFgoEMN, Al2E U
?ﬂo—duzj.f’—' Fd3 A=A AEEY. 3 JoJHET} A&
|4 o5 w, Rale] 3= P AR FHE o
& =22 AgEg I k2o =&d § e o]F
011-‘5—3\: HBAHE ] e qo|HEEF A3 AE5HEA 2
Ao de FPgo AEAE gilstd 89dE AdHS F
35}7] -rlﬁﬂ 3 o]F dolAE g AXY oAHd g}
k&>0MY M8l =2F L=[Niome, Ni,..., Noc-plollAl 219
2 EAUR o) FIEAN FHsth 7|4 deo|HES H9A
2 T do]HAET} Aol AME wToA YL AlRE)
7] Ao AH oz AHE T ,\l—’ olF Z& ‘/F‘%‘ 5 %
Aoz ARE F Utk TR
< JbestA sta, AEA 9\11 ’ﬂﬁ’)*‘lﬁ oo}, EE??}, |

B9 ol AY

H.L,

& oFE & »194111 AR Eo] A
2 4 gtk 28y, 2 =FdAe 4 Auls w27 1%
, Az xE9 o]F oo|HES]
= B Axd 2do #eE Hojuy o
2 AF13, 17914 theojA L Yk

Mole[4lol = 299 oo]AEF Aa & do]H
B4 Zo olFaA Qe YUt gaM, E
dolHEE] o|Fde T, 1ENY % A
zaHodn. o AZBIAE B
SolRES TAUEL FATG 22, RS WA

ks
b3

[
o ot |m

r
rlo
tlo 4

!

77 (orphan detection) ZE2EZ] AdAEofA ]

o} %3 Mole2 ©|538H# 2E(non-mobile) o] HEE 3t

o AE WL 4T 1FFUE AYH
Concordia[19]9] A= o|HIEE S E A

Azt Z de]dET} oHE FAE s, wM=A 8

Ol= GIOITE Al~HE 2B HSH GOIHEX & Z2EF 363

go] Wast ol
s} eﬂ; Aol A9 278

ax}% %s—% 2E dolasd

o Fsar] FANE, 24 delAErt BEs) ol
94 948 ¢ Yolobe Bk

Z1EAT [8lME & wAAY &4e ARG 1
/‘WE ARE37] A3 TCPg FALE €2told =S =
EZS Agste 4 7N dAA de vAYEE A
o}ﬁiﬂ}. 2 ole AFA Fo I FAAE AXAH G HF
& F I HARE A2E FHAC ded a2y, 1
AAYELS AR G- dojdE ojFE F/3T 2

a7h ot

Murphy$} Picco® BREHNAE 7]k o]F oo
A Z2EZ4]E AdsAT. o] T2EEE
FAYE ddo]HEZR FANE AT, 97 do|HE
TFAE doldE 1FS 93 HEALE FiAE 7tE
ok gy, dAAe] EHAE 9

EZS UEAA Yol gl BE =
g} ulgir, o] TEEZL & EYS AN LZH
TR ol oo|HE Al2glo] H&ar]e] HFatA| gt

Belle: AZ4 Ay 7£22 FA4¥ 943 HAEHE
ANE AFH T2 78 dAAUS
g A AR AnE a4 T‘? A HAZEE A
4 A9 ARE 9 F 3
7tel7le ERIE o[ AV °ﬂ°]%ﬂE° .
Hu, oled AFA FxE AU vEAZ FH4A 4
A P48 4 §ich &3, o] wAYZAA EFLF FE0
AZH Fxo| X8E $ U

Cao%} Feng2 $13 S@Holx A4 de dAAA AE
< AFste wWYurx vk qAYS[7E G 2
dAYES dog AR} ST do|HENA HALHI
Aol 71Rsor & W TYYE £ JEE T} &3 7 o
dutxz) G Ao dE A o]FH oot A E AE&Ho
2 ARAGoZN, 99 Jfo|HE o|FE Al wdetx
olFe} 2EE & gty v wWderaRY wAR] A"
o & A4 e BEHas ME ZY(early polling)E ¥
ANZ & gtk Wi, 715 WA Ee] Bz wdets
2 AdExgzs, %—17\] dejAES] ZHAZ we} o
AR EL Wl =A 7 do|HEdA HAEd 4 Ut
w3 “ﬂ"d"—.‘iﬂ o]F & wnjit}, Al Mz HAA
BE I Wgduart ofdd HESAYE EE kEdA B2
cA2ES ol ) ol FAFPeHE UFEY do|HE
Eo] olEAel & AL, AP w2 HESZ EfHS

BN F Yok

E
)
N
Zo
&
[N
[k



354 FEMelE=2X A MI13-AH HM45=(2006.8)

4. I MEY U HO|UEL M =2EE

2 =R dAshe doldED A ZRESE (1Y
DI 2e T A EXAS ANz gt} oy & =
Ag& 987 YA E AAE ZEEZ ey 2L F

A gejz s asolof Hu.
AR AN L WA A N E 5T 2L ol ool
Ed 9448 0} AgHo2 o] WRAE B
£ xES 3 U¥RSEY o2 dodEY XYY ¥
AHE FAHES §

3 o]5 oojdES ¥d IIHE FAEE 2
REE (XY {forwarder)) T 7FF H 2o $ES ==
(121 # & A(location manager))Fre] L o o)A Gl
A w3t dE AHlA =29 YXARE B

Jdeig zZzEZ FARed U o8 F 9,
(28 A & olHE a7t & £E Npmel2FH =
cdE SNUZ 12709 =EEL BESE 4 wdEY,
of dg Fal e F o Ay, AW TAH A% 7]
W B wRA Adsts JWe wasnA #o 97,
(2 D@ 2ol F 71 AHANE B F
go] ooldE ad LY TAHE At Eoln
& 91 #AA7t 9k WA, of PN E ool HE a
7 olFE wetth A9 ANARE %E Numeol W 34
Btk =@, e celdESe] ool HE adlA WA
WEA BE Npm® EHAT acl7) A

= Nhome

JHU

&= AE,

" o
¥ r>

alur getA, o Je (2¥ DAY A WA
s}xl o),
ua 2 ()3t :gol EX

Jn web e ofn
oX
o
)

-
3
g r

A ZlEk 71

@ASE HEH KOIFEN B IRER
B OI0IME0 iSO+ 2 DA EAE &0

-} SAEQ NS 2R #A
c D SAEQ UERI U 2R A
HEANIE YUY 8

. 2 O0ITERS MAIX G FZ A0 S
cHE BB HS HY
o2t HEIA COIM IR RS A7 ANFL
RBL QT

;,\/K/; —

(38 1) MAISk= oflo|XEZt B4 ZREZS] F J[X| EM

T A%, F =EERH 1A HEEEES AAN k&
Nizol {"é_r th metA, o] 71 (2¥
54< &R R

A mo 2 (¥ 2) (0% Zol B =FdA dAse &
A fAEY MH|2 ZZEZNME do|HE a7} Au]x
=EE UHESHA Al A o3 agAds I3
T UEE AEHoE HE £9 TYHE N, N;, N

Hegch £¢, @4 NOAE art = Nyold = Npg
e A4, ak zwel W AAAnE dod e
EDIER Atk gebd, o] slWe (1d

H ‘-z—*g%% n% G uEE + A
EZo|A oF olo|HES F wEolA X
A AAEA gl o dojAdE=E
Be ooRESse Azd WAANE SAsE A9, WA
T9Y A2 dojFem oA dg g rluc
a#, of B82S Fol7] el E = AF AAITHY,
A go] FobAth WA, F w=E2e] 4AAR B
42 8% o5 AUET} AU 5EA FolAY &
At Yol@ HAFOER o5 Axel wa FTLH
°2 8y & Y= 2HI.

@ 9
@ T O
goLc

-------- HIOIHE 01F

=
o
>
1o
e i

>
1o
B
i
o
A
L

m
it

(32! 2) lo]ME a7l & == NhomeOlIMSE N1 X
N127HK] =E8E M2 0|F5h= of



72 OIS OIOIXE AAHE 21T MEZ H0IMEXL SN ZZEZ 355

41 clAga| Mu|A
oA AFE EHES /IAE UdEF Muls ZRE
2L 7 Mula =2Evi <E DI <E 2004 AAgE

doje] +RE fX| 8ok g}
AgralE tdEg Nulx ZaEZ] oW oys B
& U5 F JEXNE (I¥ 35 9 dystua @
Lol 2EE Jo|HE art Al A whe A F
Nl A == Ne7HA] 9Eshe 59, o of

RunningAgentshome®l A3t 5 M @AM do]dE
a7t BEAY AYE FAY F, == NOE o)FaA
B, a Nome®l @A) 2419 A BA)T 22 N©
2 olF Folgte AL YehWE aE 9% U2 Gdy, 1, 1,
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rit

Blolg doaes axne Agse 9.
* agent_id: ) ojF ofo|HE AWz}
ol HE agentid’} A FHslrrt I o)
nextni |WES 9AARANT 2 glE wme A
A
ge|. X N7b 43 3= dolHE agent id’t FE 7}
e N N R L UETPAE

Nio] #A dlo]AE agent_id2} XX ARSI
(=true) oPdR|(=false)& YehliE WE Zga
. qojdEr A tE w22 oF FH
— |(=true) oA A|(=false)E YehlE HE Sz

« ismanaging_f:

* ismigrating

9] A2ox F HEE9] jsmanaging f9 ismigrating f& =
T false® AT o] BE, whek a9) o|FH A o8 a
29 AAAS0] Npmed] WIAIA ol M Y= ATE, 2
AARES == No2 dAgsth o HA dA=2 a7l =
Aol BEZQl A¢de] & A48T F == NOE o]F
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NHome Nl NZ
RunningAgents,, AgentLocs,, ... RunningAgents, AgentLocs, RunningAgents,
Step 1) |  (id,, home, 0)
Step 2) (id, 1,1, true, true)
Step 3) (id,, 1, 1, false, false) Gd, 1, 1)
Step 4) (id,, 1, 1, false, false) (id,, 2,2, true, true)
Step 5) (id,, 1, 1, false, false) (id, 2, 2, true, false) (id, 1,2)
1. migrate(a) 3. m1§rate(a)
,,—L\ b 4 R
\
e N\ ®\ @
N~ N
2. changelmngr(id, 1) 4. update(id,, 2)
(a) OIO|XE a7}t & £=2FH =& NI N22 ofF6h= of
N, N, N,
AgentLocs, RunningAgents, RunningA gents,
Step 1) (id,, 2, 2, true, false) (id,, 1, 2)
Step 2) (id,, 2, 2, true, true) (id,, 1, 2)
Step 3) (id,, 3, 3, true, false) (id, 1, 3)
1.m 1n1t.1ated(1d )
pad - \\ 3. migrate(a)
/2. m __Ec_:_g_lz_(ida) ———————————————— X
4. update(id,, 3)
(b) MIOIFE a7t == N,BRE| N:Z 0|F3k= of
NHome Nl N4 NS
AgentLocs,, . AgentLocs, RunningAgents, RunningAgents;
Step 1) | (id,, 1, 1, false, false) | (id,, 4, 4, true, false) (id,, 1, 4)
Step 2) | (id,, 1, 1, false, false) | (id,, 4, 4, true, true) (id,, 1, 4)
Step 3) | (id,, 5, 5, false, false) | (id,, 5, 5, false, false) (id,, 5, 5)

e ~_ 3. migrate(a)
R LT ~
_i 2. m_reply(id) 5
(e \
Niome 4 N .
NG ‘°
T 4. changelmngr(id , 5y T

(¢} Ollo|HE a7t

(2 3) OloIME a7t ARl ool w2t O[F Al fIR| &

1. m_initiated(id )

- -

5. update(id,, 5)

L= NERE Ni2 0|F5H= off

sk of
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Actions taken when agent a on N; attempts to migrate to node dest_n

Actions

Actions

e < look up agent a’'s element from RunningAgents; ;
if (elocmngr_n = i) then
insert agent a's element (e.agent_id, dest_n, e.agent_t+1, true, true)
into AgentlLocs; ;
else {
send a message m_initiated(e.agent_id) to node elocmngr_n ;
wait a message m_reply(e.agent_id) from node elocmngr_n ;
}
send a message migrate(a, e} to node dest_n ;
remove e from RunningAgents; ;

taken when Nj receives a message migratela, loc_e) from node previous n
loc_e.agent_t < loc_eagent_t + 1 ;
if (loc_elocmngr_n # i) then
if (agent a want node N; to be its locator) then {
prevlocmngr_n < loc_elocmngr_n ;
loc_elocmngr_n <1 ;
send a message changelmngr(loc_e.agent_id, loc_e.agent_t)
to node previocmngr_n ;
if ((prevlocmngr_n # a's home node) A (g wants its home node to
be informed of its new location manager)) then
send a message update(loc_e.agent_id, loc_e.agent_t)
to @’s home node ;
Jelse
send a message update(loc_e.agent_id, loc_e.agent_t)
to node loc_elocmngr_n
if (the element for agent a is in AgentLocs;) then
remove agent a's element from AgentLocs; ;
insert agent a's element loc_e into RunningAgents; ;

execute agent a ;

taken when N receives a message m_initiated(a_id) from node running n
e < look up agent a_id's element from AgentLocs; ;

e.ismigrating_f < true ;

send a message m_reply(a_id) to node running_n ;

Actions taken when N; receives a message update(a_id, timestamp)
from node running_n

e < look up agent a_id’s element from AgentLocs; ;
erunning_n < running_n ;
e.agent_t < timestamp ;
if (a_id’s home node # i) then {
eismigrating_f < false ;
forward all messages buffered in a_id's message queue
to node e.running_n ;

Actions taken when N; receives a message changelmngr(a_id, timestamp)
from node newlocmngr_n

e < look up agent a_id’s element from AgentLocs; ;

erunning_n < newlocmngr_n ;

e.agent_t <« timestamp ;

e.smanaging f < false ;

eismigrating_f < false ;

forward all messages buffered in a_id’s message queue to node e.running_n;

(0% 4) oO|E O]F Al MH|A == NiE #8t ZRAINE
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Actions taken when a message msg is sent to agent a_id

if (there is the agent a_id’s element e in RunningAgents;) then
deliver msg to agent a_id ;

else if (there is the agent a_id’s element e in ALocsCache;) then
next_n < eforward_n ;

else {
next_n < the identifier of agent a_id's home node ;
insert agent a_id’s element (a_id, next_n, 0) into ALocsCache; ;

}

send a message msg with (a_id, Ni) to node next_n ;

Actions taken when N; receives a message msg with (a_idmsgsource_n) from node msgforwarding_n
if (there is the agent a_id’'s element e in RunningAgents;) then
deliver msg to agent a_id ;
else if (there is the agent a_id's element e in AgentLocs;) then
if (eismanaging_f = true) then
if (e.ismigrating_f = true) then
insert the message msg with (a_id, msgsource_n) into agent a_id's message queue ;
else
send a message msg with (a_id, msgsource_n) to node erunning n ;
else
send a message forwarding(a_id,msg,msgsource_n) to node erunning_n ;

Actions taken when N; receives a message forwarding(a_id, msg, msgsource_n)
from node msgforwarding_n
if (there is the agent a_id’s element e in RunningAgents;) then {
deliver msg to agent a_id ;
send a message updatecache(a_id, e.agent_t) to node msgsource_n ;
} else if (there is the agent a_id’s element e in AgentlLocs;) then
if (eismanaging_f = true) then {
if (eismigrating_f = true) then
insert the message msg with (a_id, msgsource_n) into agent a_id's message queue ;
else
send a message msg with (a_id, msgsource_n) to node e.running n ;
send a message updatecache(a_id, e.agent_t) to node msgsource_n ;
} else
send a message forwarding{(a_id,msg,msgsource_n) to node e.running_n ;

Actions taken when N; receives a message updatecache(a_id, timestamp) from node newlocmngr_n
e < look up agent a_id’s element from ALocsCache; ;
if (e.agent_t < timestamp) then {
eforward_n < newlocmngr_n ;
e.agent_t < timestamp ;
}
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