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How does Elementary Students Understand Illustrations in
Science Textbook ?

Yang, II-Ho : Lee, Joung-Eun* + Lim, Sung-Man
(Korea National University of Education) - (Kangwon Sacum Elementary School)J'

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate elementary students' difficulties when they read the illustrations
on scientific textbook. 5 illustrations were selected on basis that they had some of the textual/graphical features.
The data were collected from open-ended questionnaires and follow-up interviews. To investigate difficulties of
reading illustrations, 100 sixth grade students participated in this study and interviews were taken to 9 volunteers
among those participants. The results showed that many students had difficulties in the integration of verbal re-
presentation and realistic image representation on the illustration, therefore they often misunderstood the meaning
of illustration. These results gave several recommendations when we used illustrations as educational materials.

Teachers would be better to guide that students could understand illustrations with the integration of the reading
of one or more representations.
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