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Abstract

The purpose of this study is 1) to find out the dominant clothing ornaments in Europe in the 16th, 17th
and 18th centuries, 2) to examine the changes of such clothing details as neckline and collar, sleeve and
stomacher from 16th to 18th century 3) and to classify the ornaments of these 3 centuries according to Yin
and Yang's traits. An analysis was conducted of 405 pieces of art out of 10 books of costume history. Of
these pieces, 121 were from the Renaissance era, 107 were Baraque and 177 were Rococo. The analysis
found that the distinctive ornaments in 16th century were ruff, slash, chain and girdle decoration. The
distinctive ornaments of Baroque period were tassel, fringe, loop and binding. The Rococo period were
distinguished by falbala, sash belt and fabric necklace. With regard to the changes over the 3 centuries
necklines changed from high to lower. Sleeves became shorter. Stomacher which was long and sharp
became wider and shorter. As to the Yin and Yang's traits there was also an evolution. Renaissance
costume with Yang's style was decorated mostly Yang influenced ornaments. Baroque clothing was a
mixed of Yin and Yang, as were the ornaments. By Rococo both clothing and ornaments reflected Yin's
traits.
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