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— The Precaution Duty and the Product Liability
for Adverse Reactions to the Contrast Media —
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+ Abstract

The Precaution Duty and the Product Liability
for Adverse Reactions to the Contrast Media

Yeong—Han Kang

Department of Radiology, Daegu Catholic University Hospital

Contrast medium is a useful drug for radiological examinations and usability of it gradually increases
while it has some inevitable adverse reaction and it is difficult to predict the occurrence and the degree
of adverse reactions.

Although the patient consented permission for the use of contrast media, the hospital could not be
exempted from the responsibility for the adverse contrast media reaction.

During radiological contrast media examination, the radiologist and the contrast media producer have
the duty of precaution, prediction and avoid adverse results. In addition, they have reliability of patient
remedy for neglecting the duty.

Since contrast medium are manufactured or processed as movable properties, the manufacturers are
bound to the product liability if damages occur due to the defects in pharmaceuticals.

In consideration of the characteristics of product liability, it is necessary to demand high degree of duty
of care and diligence from producer or to reduce patient's burden of proof in a product liability lawsuit.

For securing compensation ability and liability implementation, products compensation liability insurance
is required for contrast medium manufacturers.

In conclusion, contrast medium producer has legal liability for adverse reactions and the contract
concluded with producer and hospital including legal liability will reduce liability of hospital and radiologist,
patient.

Key Words : Adverse reaction to the contrast media, Permission sheet, Precaution duty, Product liability

- 311 —



