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A Study on Enacting the Radiologic Technologist Act
for the Civil Right to Health in Korea

Chang—Seon Lim

Department of Radiological Science, Konyang University

There are the Medical Radiation Health and Safety Act(the Patient Radiation Health and Safety Act, the
Radiologic Technologist Act), the Medical Laboratory Technologist Act, the Physical Therapy Practice Act,
and the Dental Hygienist Act, etc in America. However, Korea has only one Act for a medical radiologic
technologist(including radiation therapy technologist, nuclear medicine technologist), medical laboratory
technologist, physical therapist, occupational therapy examiner, dental hygienist, and so on. It is the
Medical Technologist Act. Therefore, the Medical Radiation Health and Safety Act for a radiologic
technologist(including radiation therapy technologist, nuclear medicine technologist) has to be enacted

independently in Korea.

It is the purpose of this Act to provide for the appropriate certification of persons using radioactive
materials, equipment emitting ionizing radiation on humans or performing medical imaging for diagnostic
and therapeutic purposes. In Korea, the radiologic technologist is a “fusion technologist” who is a person
other than a licensed practitioner as a radiographer, radiation therapist, nuclear medicine technologist,
computed tomography technologist, magnetic resonance technologist, mammographer, sonographer, medical
dosimetrist, quality management technologist, etc.

This Act will have some provisions related to the definitions, reserved title, scope of practice,
specialized technologist, application for licensure, radiologic technology council, renewal, continuing
education , the radiation control advisory commission, etc.

This Act will ensure that quality radiation therapy treatments are delivered and that quality diagnostic
information is presented for interpretation, which will lead to accurate diagnosis, treatment and cure.

Accurate diagnosis can be provided only when a personnel is properly educated in technique,
equipment operation and radiation safety. In the end, this Act will protect the civil right to health.

By regulating the personnel responsible for performing those procedures, this Act will mean improved
care for patients—higher quality images, improved accuracy, and less exposure to radiation.
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