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A study on the Enhancement for Minimum Connecting Time of

Incheon International Airport
Kang Suk Lee

ABSTRACT

Incheon International Airport has handled 3,054,485 transfer passengers (11.9% transfer
rate) and 950,441 transfer cargo(44.2% transfer rate)recorded in 2005. Comparing to 30-40%
transfer passenger rate which are competition hub airports in northeast Asia, transfer
passenger rate of Incheon International Airport is lower. Above all, We think that Minimum
Connecting Time(MCT) which is relating factors with transfer rate need to be monitored to
make up for the weak points in the current Incheon internationalairport system. Minimum
Connecting Time is defined the legally minimum time necessary to change planes at a
given airport. and Transfers represent 35% of the total passenger volume at Vienna
International Airport in Europe, which underscores our function as a major international
hub. Vienna is rated priority in reservation systems because of our excellent minimum
connecting time, and that increases the sale of tickets through our airport. In 2004 the total
number of transfer passengers rose 18% to 5,089,624. Short routes, a one roof concept and
an outstanding logistics system make Vienna an ideal airport for transfers. This
transfer-friendly one roof concept will also form the basis for the new VIE-Skylink Terminal.
In case of Japan, Star Alliance has also implemented its so called “Move under one
roof”’concept at the new Centrair airport. All member carriers are located in the same part
of the terminal, sharing check-in counters and ticketing facilities. Star Alliance member
carriers can now offer customersa reduced average minimum connecting time of one hour,
for transfers between international and domestic. The research purpose of the Study on the
Enhancement for Minimum Connecting Time of Incheon International Airport is to increase
transfer rate of passenger and cargo of Incheon International Airport at Northeast Asia
through this paper.
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