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Characteristics of Paper Seating Furniture by Decade from the 1960s™
Seong Ah Kim™

ABSTRACT

Since the 1960s when paper began to use as a structural material in furniture, design, the
way of using paper was dramatically changed. Before the 1960s, paper was used mostly in
decorative purposes like paper maché. The development of consumer culture in the 1960s
created a new trend for paper in design. Paper became a material for dresses and chairs.
Also, the types of paper that adapted on furniture varies from cardboard, paper tubes,
glassine paper, honeycomb, etc. The variation of the material results to make possible to
create a new form. Moreover, paperboard was broadly used in current society in such area
that mostly structural based as architecture. Paper gives great opportunity not only to
consumers to buy furniture in inexpensive price also to manufacturers to produce furniture
and to test market easily. Moreover, paper furniture is mostly fun. Therefore, the creation of
paper furniture becomes diverse in terms of design concept.

This study explored the characteristics of paper furniture responding to social
backgrounds by decade. Relation between types of paper and the characteristics is one of
main points in this research. This study covers furniture design from the 1960s to present
and mostly focuses on seating furniture where paper used as structural material. Researching
on patent records and contemporary periodicals gave me helpful information on details of
design process and consumer culture.

Keywords: Paper furniture, sixties, furniture material, recycled paper.
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<Fig. 2> U.S. Patent 3,295,890,
Jan 3, 1967.
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<Fig. 3> Peter <Fig. 4> Peter <Fig. 5> Paul Clark, Package <Fig. 6> Paul Clark,
Murdoch, Those Murdoch, Those design for Those Things. Package design for
Things, 1966, made Things: Tables Those Things.

by Perspective Designs and Chair, 1966,

Limited, London.

1966 ¥lE} D=2 thr] 6248 o2 o]Fo]F <Those Things> A 2E tizpdadd(Fig 3,
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1) Josel Manser, "Furniture: mainstream and throwaway,” Design 229, 25.

2) Thid.

3) U. S. Patent Record 3,295,890

4) "Children's table, chair and stool: Perspective Design’s Those Things,” Design 233, 1968, 33.
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<Fig. 7> Peter <Fig. 8> Peter Murdoch, <Fig. 9> Robert <Fig. 10> De Pas,

Murdoch, Those Those Things, Chair, 1967. Indiana, Love, 1966. D'Urbino, Lomazzi

Things, Table, 1967. & Scolari. Blow,
1967.
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Holdaway, Tomotom, 1966, PVCZ A" 7} 7xd 234 83& 4 As EAo Ao (Fig.
Compressed cardboard, 10). o]&l& EAS 19673 Form< “AL F 9+ 29 71739
particle board. Folz © 77t #8E d7) B AeirhA ghop S AL
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5) Ibid.
6) Ihid.
7) Lena Larsson , 'Plastic and Cardboard Alter the Scene’ in Form(no 9) in 1967, Jackson 1998, 20104 Ajolg
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<Fig. 12> Advert from <Fig. 13> UK Patent Record GB110494726

1969 for Tomotom, Hull January, 1966.

Traders.
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8) UK Patent Record GB110494726
9) Tbid.
10) U.S. Patent Record 817,399
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<Fig. 17> Enzo

<Fig. 15> Robert A. <Fig. 16> Enzo Mari, made by Danese, Milano, Mari, made by
Caigan, designed 1969, 1968. Danese, Milano,
Patented, 1971. 1968.

<Table 1> Characteristics of Paper Furniture in the 1960s

A% A5 =% ks =3
I o] ¢l o] o]& |Inflatable| Playful [Low-cost
1964 Polyethylene-coated
. [ [ X o o [}
-1965 laminated paperboard
Polyethylene-coated
1966 o] 0 X o 0 0
paperboard

Polyethylene-coated
1966 Compressed cardboard, o o o X X o
particle board.

1967 Painted cardboard [ o o X A o)

1968 Unknown wk X 0 o 0 o

Polyethylene-coated
1969 o] o) X X A o)
cardboard

Polyethylene-coated
1969 yethy ¢ 0 JaN o) o] A o
cardboard

11) Editorial, "Products, Interiors, Events, Ideas,” Design 228, 1967, 57.
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<Fig. 18> Frank <Fig. 19> Ad in Easy <Fig. 20> Frank Gehry, <Fig. 21> Frank Gehry,

Gehry, Wiggle Edge Brochure of 1972. Experimental Edges’ Experimental Edges: Bubble
Chair, Little Beaver, 1980. Chaise, 1979.
Corrugated

cardboard, 1972,
Easy Edge Inc.
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<Fig. 22> Shigeru <Fig. 23> Shigeru Ban, Alvar Adlto <Fig. 24>  Olivier
Ban, Carta Series, Exhibition, 1986. Leblois, 1992.
1998. Cappellini.
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12) David Hanks, Design for Living: Furniture and Lighting, 1950-2000, 2000, 124.
13) Shigeru Ban, Seminar, Papertainer Museum, 2006.
14) “Shigeru Ban: Paper Loghouse,” Designboom, 2006, www.designboom.com
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9l Foh(Fig. 26). otgtul= UG L ogu = s dHEeFA
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e gAoz g =4 & de gxiolth. FIV|d 2JW
Zﬂic’ﬂ A 2x9 o]2% B A(Boeing) & BT SA 27t

<Fig. 25> Tokujin Yoshioka,
Honeypop Chair, 2001, made

by Tokujin Yoshioka.
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o004 YA FER7 =8YE R} <Soft Boeing>S AP (Fig. 27), ol F As 5
X:]C’i Mol # YA <Boeing>2 A THFIg. 28). AT, Fo] =7e] It 7H§7 S 44
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<Fig. 26> Aramid Honeycomb.  <Fig. 27> <Fig. 28> <Fig. 29> Stephanie
Tokujin Tokujin Yoshioka, Forsythe & Todd
Yoshioka, Soft  Boing, 2005, MacAllen, Softseating,
Boeing Chair, Driade. 2007.
2004, Driade.
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o, ER T 20476 Futel SolMWA Fol: 4T Fxo 207 AFERL, 9

15) Niimi, Ryu, et al, Tokujin Yoshioka Design, London: Phaidon, 2006. 130.
16) http//www.jetkorea.cony/
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<Table 2> Classifying Characteristics of Paper Furniture by decade
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