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Tree—Ring Dating for Korean Traditional Furniture:
A Case Study on Rice Chests”
Yojung Kim™? + Soo-Chul Kim™ - Won-Kyu Park*41~

ABSTRACT

Tree-ring dating can be used to date scientifically prehistoric timbers, historical buildings
or woodcrafts. It can give a calendar year to each tree ring and produces the felling dates of
logs or wood panels. In this study, we applied tree-ring dating to three rice chests, whose
dates of manufacturing are unknown. According to the shape of frame, we assumed that
they should be made in Cholla Province. The last rings of the woods of three rice chests
were dated A.D. 1830, A.D. 1870 and AD. 1901, respectively. Tree-ring patterns indicated
that two of them were collected from Kangwon province.

Keywords: Pinus densiflora, Korean traditional furniture, tree-ring dating, dendrochronology,
cross—dating.
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<Fig. 1> Rice Chest 1.
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<Fig. 2> Rice Chest II. <Fig. 3> Rice Chest IIl.
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<Fig. 4>. Image of tree rings revealed on the surface of Rice Chest I. Above: individual images taken in

a series by a digital camera, bottom: the combined image of above four images.
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<Table 1> Numbers of tree rings measured in the samples of Rice Chest1
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<Table 3> Dendrochronological dating of Rice ChestI
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<Table 4> Dendrochronological dating of Rice ChestIll
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