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Treatment of Snakebite Wound in a Dog
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Abstract : A 2 year-old intact male Shih-tzu dog was presented with a history of snakebite on the left upper lip.
He was depressed and had swelling, erythema and pain around the left muzzle. Both mandibular lymph nodes were
swollen. Fang marks were not clear, but there were scratch wounds and prolonged bleeding. Hemogram revealed neither
thrombocytopenia nor echinocytosis. Increased CK value in serum chemistry and myoglobinuria in uring analysis meant
muscle injury. With careful monitoring, fluid, corticosteroid, antihistamine and antibiotics were administered. Afier the
application of ice pack and suction, local symptoms changed for the worse. However, any other systemic disorders
were not identified. After 5 days, the facial swelling had resolved completely.
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Fig 1. Gross examination of snakebite wound. Note the hemorrhage of bitten point (arrow) and swelling around the bite wound,
jaw and neck (A). Ecchymosis of gingival mucosa was also identified (B).
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