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Abstract

This study developed career education program applying cooperative learning structures
(Kagan, 1993, 1995, 1997), and tested its effect on elementary school children's career
development. Sixth grade students of 2 classes were divided into experimental and control
group, and 14 sessions of the program were applied to the experimental group for 8
weeks. Career development test(Lee, 2005) were performed before and after the program.
Students in both groups were retested 3 months after the post—test to test continuing
effects of the program. Score tendencies and their differences between experimental group
and control group of children in 3 career development areas — self—awareness, educational
and occupational exploration, and career planing — were tested and the results are as
follows: development of 3 areas of self—awareness, educational and occupational
exploration, and career planing were consistently increasing along the experimental
sequence in experimental group, while the development of 3 areas showed no changes or
declining tendencies in control group. Self—awareness and educational and occupational
exploration did not show the statistically significant differences between the groups.
Meanwhile, the career plaining showed statistically significant difference between the
groups in post—test, meaning that the career education program with cooperative structure
has positive effects on the career planing in 6th grade students.

Key Words @ Cooperative learning structures, Career development, Self—awareness, Educational
and occupational exploration, Career planning, Elementary school children
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