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Abstract

Geisha’s gorgeous kimonos and grotesque make-up was the object of envy to Japanese women. There
is a line in the movie <Memoirs Of A Geisha> like “Kimonos to the Geisha is the same as colors to the
painter.” Likewise, splendid patterns and colorful kimonos were an indispensible method or symbol for
showing their artistic accomplishments.

The purpose of this study is to investigate concept and origin of Geisha and their dress and decoration,
analyze the dress of the people which appear in the movie, <Memoirs of A Geisha>, arrange the
expression of Geisha’s dress as a movie costume, compare the difference of the dress by the career of
Geisha and look back the disappearing aesthetic sense of Geisha.

First, since Geisha appeared for the first time in Kyoto in 1751, it has become the world-wide
representative of Japanese woman’s images so that its existence oneself has become the tradition.

Second, Geisha created fashion of various clothes, adornments, and hair styles as a creator of the
popularity.

Third, the strict regulation without exception is applied in Geisha’s clothing, make-up, and motion
tuned Samisen, Japanese traditional strings, and there is some difference in their hair style and dress by
age of Maiko.

Fourth, it is famous for unique make-up that Geisha makes up their faces, necks, and shoulders white,
newly paints eyes, nose, lip line like drawing a picture in a pure white paper. Geishas put a little
make-up as they have a higher position.

Fifth, a heroin, Chiyo, shows clothing as a maid, an apprentice Geisha-Maiko- and a formal Geisha
according to time flow. The length of kimono, textures, and hair decorations are longer, more splendid,
and are more various as time goes. On the other hand, her make-up is lighter.
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