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A Preliminary Study for the Supervision of Pre-service
Mathematics Teachers |

Lee, Bong-Jud
Abstract

This study aims to provide answers to two questions regarding the supervision of
pre-service mathematics teachers: “Who should carry out the work of supervision?’ and
‘How can it most skillfully be done?’ The answer to the first question seems to be that,
for a variety of reasons, university teachers and mentors appear best suited to do the
supervision in a cooperative relationship with pre-service teachers. The assumption that
seems to underlie the collaborative supervision is that field-based experiences are
necessary and useful components of professional development in pre-service teacher
preparation programs. With respect to the second question, it is suggested that a
non-judgemental approach should be considered, along with strategies and techniques for
judgemental supervision, as a way to make math teacher supervision more meaningful
and helpful for the improvement of teaching and long-term professional development. It
1s hoped that a continued exploration of models of teacher supervision and evaluation of
their effectiveness will help pre-service math teachers, supervisors and mentors learn
more about teaching and improve their own teaching.

Key Words : Pre-service mathematics teacher education, Teacher supervision,
Microteaching, Professional development, Collaborative supervision
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