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Trimethoprim-Sulfamethoxazole for the Treatment of Tear Staining Syndrome in Dogs

Youn-Sook Cho*, Joon-Young Kim and Soon-Wuk Jeong'

*Snoopy Pet Clinic, Gunpo 435-040, Korea
College of Veterinary Medicine, Konkuk University, Seoul 143-701, Korea

Abstract : 22 dogs (31 eyes) that had treated with trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole for tear staining syndrome at Snoopy
Pet Clinic from October 2000 to September 2002 were reviewed. Of the 22 dogs, 12 were female and 10 male. Their
mean (£ SD) age was 3.5 (£ 1.3) years. The breeds of the dogs consisted of Maltese (8 dogs), Shih tzu (6 dogs), Poodle
(5 dogs), Yorkshire terrier (2 dogs) and Mixed (1 dog). The dogs received 30 mg/kg trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole
perorally twice daily for two to six weeks. 26 (19 dogs) of the 31 eyes (22 dogs) recovered completely and did not
show relapse at 26~30 weeks after treatment. Any complications did not observed. Five eyes of three dogs were not
cured. Two eyes (one dogs) of them had not response to medicament and three eyes (two dogs) recurrence but the
clinical signs decreased. It was considered that the trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole was effective for the treatment in

dogs with tear staining syndrome.
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Table 1. Macroscopic ocular findings in 22 dogs with tear
staining syndrome (31 eyes)

Number of

.. o
Findings affected eye /o

;ljlght medial canthal 2 258
1gament

Obstruct'lon of 7 2.6
nasolacrimal duct

Trichiasis 4 12.9
Micropunctum 1 3.2
Unknown 6 19.4
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T A= B717ke] AZHETE S e = itk
51t}1(4,6-8,15,20,21,24). A3A|e] HAFAR Q18 HAYZHA
wdel WHe Bo 9 o SR\ 2 Y7} Aloj yEepdtt
3 AT 3 =FANE AL EARRY S
sulfonamide X & 30Y<te]] WM AAZ <l HupA] Fo
T Fol= TEF] AR A SoleA] gol A7IZH
o] SHEX RS} AX|oj= ol Folgo] AT + Ut
A AN Tk Z2EY TE ERiGA e A FoE 8
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sulfadiazine®] FAFAZ AAJZARH] Q542 |lo]
TEPC] ¥g 4 U RIsa ok 2gAT AF

Table 2. Clinical signs, tear production and complications before and after administration of trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (TMS)'
perorally for treatment of tear staining syndrome in 22 dogs (31 eyes)

After treatment

Before treatment Cure rate’
At 2~6 weeks At 26~30 weeks
Hair staining, Maloder (eye) 31 (22 dogs 2 (1 dog)* 5 (3 dogs)’ 83.9%
g
Schirmer tear test value
(mm/min) 223+3.5 186 +£2.3 - -
Obstruction of o 0 -
Nasolacrimal duct (eye) 7 (22.6%) 3 (9.7%) i
Intraocular pressure
(mmHg) 223+35 21.7£3.5 - -
Complications - None - B}

' TMS, 30 mg/kg perorally twice daily for 2 to 6 weeks; *Cure rate, 26 eyes of 19 dogs/31 eyes of 22 dogs; >the eyes did not response to the
TMS; “*three of five eyes cured at 2~6 weeks but relapsed at 26~30 weeks after treatment
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