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The Aesthetic Characteristics of a Red Costumes in Contemporary Fashion
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This study examines the unique characteristics of the color red in relation to images used in areas other than
fashion, such as the film or advertising industries. Based on analysed results, the aim was to identify red-colored
costume’s images expressed in contemporary fashion. Analysis of collected data has lead to four main findings. First,
the fashion in which the red color is used delivers a voluptuous image when combined with a skinny sithouette or
glossy and transparent dress material, arousing a strong sexual desire in a direct or indirect manner when exposing
the body in public. Second, the fashion emphasizes a simplified appearance by minimizing the steps of the
production process such as cutting, sewing, and decoration without artificial structural lines and creates an image of
simplicity through a single red color or tone-in-tone colorations. Third, the red color, which carries a simultanecus
negative and pleasure image represents grotesque playfulness by distorting or exaggerating clothes, transforming the
body in disregard of clothing construction, or introducing unnatural makeup. Fourth, in combination of simple and
clinging shapes, a material feeling tough like leather and an intensely noticeable red tone, promotes the feminine
rather than masculine quality in a splendid, aggressive sporty and active “alpha girl” image.
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