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Study on Korean Proverb Comprehension in Patients with Right Hemisphere Damage
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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to analyze how well people with right hemisphere damage can
understand Korean proverbs. This study used a between-subject design and within—subjects
design where all subjects participate in the three experiments for 10 hospitalized patients of
whose average age is 66.1 years old and 10 normal adults in the same age range. Experiment
1 was to make up Korean proverb related stories and suggest it in written, Experiment II was
to suggest a picture presenting a Korean proverb and the proverb itself directly, and
Experiment III was to make up a story related to a Korean proverb and tell it auditory. Five
Korea proverbs were used for each experiment; 15 in total. The results were as follows: First,
there was a significant difference in understanding of Korean proverbs between normal adults
and people with right hemisphere damage. Second, there was no significant difference of
understanding between them by stimulating methods to suggest Korean proverbs. Third, people
with right hemisphere damage had a tendency to interpret Korean proverbs literally as a total
wrong reaction was composed of 55.36%6. Considering the above the results, it can be said that
people with right hemisphere damage have less understanding of Korean proverbs than normal
adults, which is not affected by a way of or a condition of suggesting Korean proverbs in
people with RHD, and they are inclined to make literal interpretation of Korean proverbs as
they are.

Keywords: right hemisphere damage, Korean proverb, literal interpretation
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