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Abstract Fatty acid is an important component of many biological processes. However, an imbalance in diet-especially,
a n-3 polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFAs) deficiency-causes several diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular
disease and cancer. In this study, we analyzed the fatty acid contents and compositions of 26 species of Korean
salt marsh plants and found high fatty acid contents from S. herbacea (148.75 pg/mg-dry wt.), S. komarvii
(119.05 pg/mg-dry wt.), C. heterocarpa (79.23 ug/mg-dry wt.), A. capillaris (71.65 pg/mg-dry wt.), and L. tetragonum
(67.02 pyg/mg-dry wt.). In the case of saturated fatty acids (SFAs) composition, palmitic acid is richest in most
salt marsh plants. On the other hand, oleic acid and linoleic acid are major components of monounsaturated fatty
acid and n-6 PUFA, respectively. In addition, n-3 PUFAs such as LNA (linolenic acid), EPA (eicosapentaenoic
acid), and DHA (docosahexaenoic acid) known as the main fatty acid components of fish oils and seaweeds,
were also found in S. herbacea, S. komarvii, T. tetragonoides, A. capillaris and G. littoralis.
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Table 1. List of salt marsh plants

No. Class Family Scientific Name
1 Dicotyledoneae Polygonaceae  Persicaria lapathifolia
2 Apiaceae Glehnia littoralis
3 Papaveraceae  Corydalis heterocarpa
4 Rosaceae Rosa rugosa
5 Leguminosae Lathyrus japonicus
6 Chenopodiaceae Atriplex gmelini
7 ” Suaeda asparagoides
8 ” Chenopodium virgatum
9 ” Salsola collina
10 " Salsola komarvii
11 ” Suaeda japonica
12 ” Salicornia herbacea
13 " Suaeda maritima
14 Aizoaceae Tetragonia tetragonoides
15 Plantaginaceae Limonium tetragonum
16 Compositae Aster tripolium
17 ” Sonchus brachyotus
18 ” Artemisia capillaris
19 " Artemisia fukudo
20 ” Aster spathulifolius
21 Verbenaceae Vitex rotundifolia
22 Convolvulaceae Calystegia soldanella
23 Boraginaceae =~ Messerschmidia sibirica
24 Monocotyledoneae Cyperaceae Carex scabrifolia
26 ” Carex pumila
26 Gramineae Phragmites communis
Salt marsh plants
<€&— CH:Cl (3Lx2)
— filteration
|
Residue
-«—MeOH (3L x2)
filteration
CH:Clzextract MeOH extract Residue

Fig. 1. Procedure of extraction from salt marsh plants.
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Table 2. Fatty acid composition of solvent extracts from salt marsh plants (1)

Sample (%)

Fatty Acid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
12:0 000 004 003 000 000 033 000 000 000 005 000 000 0.0
14:0 075 082 181 000 018 000 031 077 000 077 000 000 0.6
16:0 2047 2661 2856 2128 36.90 3350 4237 4653 3023 2690 2570 41.06 22.91
18 : 0 743 345 378 1658 1309 1126 794 721 768 229 773 539 582
20 : 0 1430 173 213 1062 805 659 477 499 549 182 413 858 187
22:0 723 330 869 1143 737 444 1315 1252 735 341 1910 1408  3.68
24: 0 012 021 015 026 000 078 019 025 092 013 040 000 0.0
Total Sat. 59.30 36.15 4515 60.15 6558 56.91 68.73 7227 51.66 3538 57.06 69.11 34.45
16 : 1n-7 134 103 032 000 030 480 055 059 037 053 054 417 176
18 : 1n-9 735 504 789 567 341 1102 396 576 1728 1064 312 000 1317
18 : 1n-7 070 154 024 000 058 148 053 121 033 094 087 000 289
20 : 1n-9 000 000 196 000 000 060 306 000 306 000 1052 000 1.18
22 1n-9 000 021 08 075 031 000 000 000 045 000 138 000 021
24 : 1n-9 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.0
Total Mono. 939 782 1120 642 431 1790 810 7.55 21.49 1211 1643 417 19.21
18 : 2n-6 780 3498 2673 7.34 1089 7.94 426 750 1005 3132 500 372 3148
18 : 3n-6 014 010 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000
20 : 2n-6 046 039 075 000 000 000 023 000 000 018 159 000 026
20 : 3n-6 026 020 028 000 030 000 022 104 035 005 0.00 170 0.15
20 : 4n-6 077 064 08 278 061 099 159 119 160 047 086 159 065
22 : 2n-6 358 036 039 267 080 398 050 101 161 021 060 000 030
22 : 4n-6 133 108 169 091 107 126 423 101 206 08 265 379 097
22 : 5n-6 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.0
Total n-6 1433 3775 30.69 1370 13.66 1417 11.02 11.76 1567 33.10 10.71  10.80 33.82
18 :3n-3 (LNA) 201 1409 265 7.88 730 7.08 155 390 312 1686 1.65 435 956
20 : 3n-3 000 019 016 000 031 000 000 000 000 008 000 000 0.0
20:5n-3 (EPA) 043 161 095 000 116 000 000 000 056 053 1.89 000 0.0
22 : 5n-3 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.0
22:6n3 (DHA) 1454 239 918 1185 7.67 394 1059 452  7.50 194 1227 1157 296
Total n-3 1697 1829 1295 1972 16.45 11.02 1215 842 1117 1941 1580 1592 12.52
Total fatty acids .. 7 6068 7923 753 17.50 13.03 3043 7.37 620 119.05 742 14875 23.22

(ng/mg-dry wt.)
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Table 3. Fatty acid composition of solvent extracts from salt marsh plants (II)

Sample (%)

Fatty Acid

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
12:0 000 003 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000
14:0 038 122 030 08 056 000 000 037 044 036 018 023  0.00
16:0 2156 37.24 3308 2998 2425 66.83 2267 20.04 30.08 2643 2540 17.16 32.19
18 : 0 328 436 689 651 478 285 752 1374 821 749 499 2076 875
20 : 0 830 352 721 546 963 150 2349 495 310 582 534 2229 801
22:0 16.40 650 914 1349 1764 214 000 695 418 552 567 1123 684
24:0 037 020 067 020 045 011 514 103 056 028 020 000 0.0
Total Sat. 50.29 53.06 57.28 5648 57.31 73.43 58.83 47.08 46.57 4590 4178 71.66 55.79
16 : 1n-7 000 094 047 138 000 013 177 056 037 074 000 049 046
18 : 1n-9 000 1031 1001 1155 296 424 765 838 958 427 979 586  7.88
18 : 1n-7 557 109 020 147 043 011 195 023 000 210 015 029 021
20 : 1n-9 135 000 107 290 000 000 000 221 101 000 000 000 0.60
22 1n-9 000 031 000 000 006 000 000 000 051 009 0412 000 0.00
24 1n-9 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.00
Total Mono. 6.92 12.64 1174 1730 3.45 447 1137 1138 1147 720 1005 6.63 9.16
18 : 2n-6 16.45 1840 1130 748 1759 1060 1163 647 2131 2181 1550 573 1517
18 : 3n-6 003 000 000 019 000 000 037 915 072 000 000 014  0.00
20 : 2n-6 091 022 022 095 068 000 000 037 040 000 000 000 0.0
20 : 3n-6 033 042 038 072 023 000 000 030 045 022 000 039 0.0
20 : 4n-6 148 123 105 125 160 011 058 099 043 101 049 096 150
22 : 2n-6 172 041 032 090 067 023 472 134 057 024 028 017 0.7
22 : 4n-6 134 194 192 259 159 045 162 153 049 132 120 118 163
22 : 5n-6 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.0
Total n-6 2197 2263 1519 14.07 2237 11.38 18.92 2013 2438 2459 17.47 857 19.01
18 : 3n-3 (LNA) 749 821 299 144 510 622 447 1258 1479 1928 2640 206 10.58
20 : 3n-3 012 000 000 026 038 000 000 030 031 010 016 000  0.00
20 : 5n-3 (EPA) 037 049 000 096 056 000 000 039 070 062 024 000 0.0
22 : 5n-3 006 000 000 000 007 000 000 031 000 000 000 000 0.00
22:6n3 (DHA) 1277 296 1279 949 1077 450 641 7.81 178 232 390 1107 547
Total n-3 20.82 11.67 1579 1214 16.87 10.72 10.88 21.40 17.59 2231 3070 13.13 16.05
Total fatty acids o) o7 6702 2423 2732 7165 1625 643 20.64 5250 37.68 2416 3580 10.42

(ng/mg-dry wt.)

< 1.0 mL/min &2 FF FU=T 1 uL o9t Als
9] R|PAk Hade =200 retention timed} HIwsle] 2%
SFR.oH, U 3EFE2 = heptadecanoic acid methyl ester
(Sigma, H-4515)F o|&ste & Arhs gaFelal 242}
o] A|upakS. AA| peak area] WIE-8F2 A=E3}Th

Y25 ZHE L2 methylene chloride}
methanol &7 FEE-5 o]&3ate] 724 G2 =9 A4t
s A4S 29, vy @R EC] AR mg § A

= A2 FRIFHAL 1 F
ANM= E5ult] (S. herbacea)”} 148.75 pg/mg-dry wt.
o2 7P =2 At gEs HYoH, FHolo] U=
(S komarvii)®] 119.05 pg/mg-dry wt., SFIEFHY (C.
heterocarpa)7} 79.23 pg/mg-dry wt., AFEE: (4. capillaries)

o] 71.65 ng/mg-dry wt., A& 7A (L. tetragonum)®]
67.02 pg/mg-dry wt. 02 B2 o] Ak i3l A
© 2 UERYT} (Table 2 and 3).
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9] LNA (linolenic acid, 18 :3n-3)¢} DHA (docosahexaenoic
acid, 22 :6n-3)7F EA7} BAR1Eom, R A5 A
£ oFo] EPA (eicosapentaenoic acid, 20 : 5n-3)%= =A3}
o] g1k
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7} 2640% % 7PE B %S Bk E=3 ®EA|R|
(M. sibirica), 55UWE, AW ZE (C.soldanella), 7%
(G. littoralis), =875 (V.rotundifolia) 18] 2t (P.
communis)7} Z¥Z} 19.28%, 16.86%, 14.79%, 14.09%, 12.58%
TE)3L 10.58% % & FFFe LNAS et siuE
(S. maritime) 9.56%, A&7 8.21%, 31F3} (R. rugosa)
7.88%, W= (T tetragonoides) 7.49%, AT (L. japonicus)
7.30%, 7R=7R%5A0) (4. gmelini) 7.08%, Z81&: (4. fukudo)
6.22%, AFEE: 5.10%, 3=t (4. spathulifolius) 4.47% 12
3 550 435% O 2 LNA TS JeRiA:

LNAE AA THE0iX|= EPAS] ke G204 4
gHoz o vlFoz YeEth HWHE (S japonica)7t
7P = FAE B GANEEHA 1.89%9] FFs 7R
o} 28)ar R, ANE 18]al ARNE (S, brachyotus)©)
27} 1.61%, 1.16% 18]l 0.96%2] EPAS EHfat3ith

A 10%E 2HA8h= DHAE &) tlid 2)EolA|
= s Btk 53] AW T (P. lapathifolia)
o] ZAfell= 14.54%9] FFS 2en, A A
tripolium), M=, A%, 33}, v, FHREAE
(C. pumila), AFEZ, U=tA] (S. asparagoides) 5°] 10%
o]’¢e] DHAE 7= Z o2 Yetsth ool A&,
FFHEFHY, SRI7IW, AT, 38T (S, collina)
<02 DHAZ} Yehdth

o|¢} o] & HAS Fall slict FAFANA 71 AL
A2A F83 A4S she GAXE] vdd Ak
ot o2 AT 53], AR 037
Tz sA o] ghke dit S72lEolv s&3 Hla
e W L3 FS AR AoE HAlar, 1 ik ojy
2} P ER] EFU o F n-34] theEEs A
g AE 7 3 $=X]°]t} (Table 4 and 5) [19].

Table 4. Fatty acid content of plants

Buttercrunch Red leaf

Fatty Acid Purslane Spinach lettuce lettuce Mustard
14:0 0.16 0.03 0.01 0.03 0.02
16:0 0.81 0.16 0.07 0.10 0.13
18:0 0.20 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.02
18 1 1n-9 0.43 0.04 0.03 0.01 0.01
18 : 2n-6 0.89 0.14 0.10 0.12 0.12
18 : 3n-3 4.05 0.89 0.26 0.31 0.48
20 : 5n-3 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
22 : 6n-3 0.00 0.00 0.001 0.002  0.001
Other 1.95 0.43 0.11 0.12 0.32

Total fatty acids

8.50 1.70 0.601 0.702 1.101
(mglg of wet wt.)

Table 5. The n-3 polyunsaturated fatty acid content of some
algae and fish

Fatty acid (wt %)

Species

LNA EPA DHA
Algae
Chlorella officinale 2.5 32.0 t
Chlorella minutissima t 44.0 t
Phaeodactlum tricornutum t 26.0 11.0
Gonyaulox caerella 1.3 11.2 34.0
Fish
Herring 0.6 7.1 4.3
Salmon 1.0 8.0 11.0
Mackerel t 11.0 11.0
Anchovy t 17.0 9.0

b 2 A7 Ade 35 Ak g9s QAN E
o] 83 7|2 A7AEI 2 AoE AlgEh 53] &
zte] Aikel FAE B4 Ay, Fevite U=
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o
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EXSIA Y] A, DABESA A= oleic acid
(18 :1)7} 283 n-64] YsEXESA LA = linoleic
acid (18 :2)7} =& %= By 183l n-34 o5
EXsA A FollAl YA 26.40% 2 LNAS] §HaF
o] 7P¢ &wkom, FHolo] RejA|X|, FFU=E, AME &

ol

frr d
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oz L}E}uq;]_ EPA«] %1-31;2 /\h;H 423 1;}_3_ H]%QE
e oy AT 1.89%=E 7MY =& X5 Bych
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kel g QlojA] HX|A] S HojE Sk ofe}
AL slgFoly 2583 F71 AFE Bl oJe] dHe
oz} gt 7|HE Aoz AlgHh

Ab A}

B Qe SRS YIRS Hoitol
m2 AR @l Age] ols) A=

R
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