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A Study on the Characteristics of the 'Urban Picturesque'

in the Experience of an Urban Pedestrian Street
- A Case of the Duksugung-gil, Insadong-gil and Myoungdong-gil -
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ABSTRACT

The Picturesque Style of the 18~19th Century Romantic landscape gardening had features of both irregularity and
variety. These features were applied to 19~20th Century urbanism, which was called “Urban Picturesque’.

Preceding research has found that pedestrians take more interest in streets modeled after ‘Urban Picturesque’ principles
mainly focused on physical appearance. Further development of this research was undertaken through an experiment focused
on pedestrian activity as well as physical factors through a case study of the Duksugung-gil, Insadong-gil and Myoungdong-gil.
The results of the research are as follows.

Although the physical conditions of the street in Duksugung are fitted more on Urban Picturesque principles than the
other two case studies, the degree of pedestrian interest was highest for the street in Insadong due to excellence both in
physical appearance and the diversity of cultural activities available in it.

In conclusion, it can be said that to achieve the full effect of a Picturesque urban scene, a diversity of place-appropriate
activities related to socio-cultural programs should be combined with an excellent physical appearance.
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