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<Abstract>

Narrative Inquiry : Practical experience of an Introduction to

Engineering

Park Kyung-Moon* + Kim Taehoon**

Narratively I have described interactions between two teachers performing an introduction
to the engineering class with various situations such as place, teacher, student and subject. I
have specifically illuminated a three-dimensional narrative inquiry space embracing the
culture of the university, the college of engineering and the ABEEK(Accreditation Board of
Engineering Education of Korea)program.

The result of the study is as follows:

First, in order to stimulate the students’ motivation, the teachers have to make not only
their class PowerPoint slides match the size of the classroom, but the content of the slides
must be condensed with core concepts. They also should utilized some video clips to
empower students’ interest in the subject within their classrooms.

Second, the teachers should do various class activities in the classroom. Instead of
spending most of the class time with his/her explanation, it would be advantageous for the
teachers to allow the students to perform a task in class.

Third, the teachers should ask their students about assignments which are helping
students” understanding of the subject and planning of their future.

Lastly, the teachers need to design the mid-term and the final tests inducing the
students’ motivation. Those tests also must test students’ creativity and insight of the
subject. Thus, the test should consist of an interpretive exercise and an essay type of item
thus reducing the multiple choice types of items.

There are several limitations to the study. First it is difficult to generalize what we found
here because it is a case study. Second, we could not study in depth the effect of the
interaction between the two teachers who were performing the introduction to the
engineering course during the academic semester. Third, this study just probed into the
difficulties of teaching the course. Hence, we have to understand more by focusing on each

issue such as adapting to a new learning environment as a student from abroad, a practical

* Visiting Professor, Chungnam National University
** Correspondence : Professor, Chungnam National University, kth0423@cnu.ac.kr
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experience boosting the students’ interest in the introduction to the engineering course, also
a practical experience on process based learning-versus result based learning, and an

effective management of the student team presentation etc.

Keywords: narrative inquiry, introduction of engineering, Liberal arts of the

professional engineering, three-dimensional narrative inquiry space





