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Grandparents’ Difficulties in Rearing Grandchildren
in South Jeolla Rural Areas
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Abstract

This study purposed to survey grandparents’ difficulties in parenting their grand children at grandparent-grandchild households
in South Jeolla rural areas, This study was conducted through in-depth interviews from January to October, 2008. The subjects were
eight grandparents living with their grandchildren in Boseong-gun, Gangjin-gun, Yeonggwang-gun, Hampyeong-gun, Haenam-gun
and Damyang-gun in South Jeolla province. The results are as follows: the grandparents’ difficulties in parenting grandchildren are
divided into four categories of variable factors: ‘Difficulties related to grandparents themselves’; 'Difficuities related to their
grandchildren’; ‘Difficulties related to early childhood education institution,” and 'Difficulties related to their grandchildren’s peer
group or surrounding people’. The main difficulties in these categories are “poor, aging and weak conditions of grandparents,” ‘conflicts
in their parenting attitude to have compassion on grandchildren,” ‘grandparents’ not enough educational support to grandchildren
due to their ignorance about today’s education system, and ‘anxiety about the possibility for their grandchildren to be abandoned
once again.’ These results can be used as a piece of basic information for desirable supports to grandparent-grandchild households.

Key Words : grandparent-grandchild households, grandparents, grandchildren, rural area, parenting attitude
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