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Objectives : The purpose of this study was to evaluate
community mental health professionals and hospital
workers attitude and awareness towards suicide. 

Methods : This study investigated 264 community mental
health professionals and 228 hospital workers. SOQs
(Suicidal Opinion Questionnaires) were used from July
2007 to September 2007. After a factor analysis for the
attitude towards suicide, the items on ethics, mental illness,
re l ig ion,  r isk,  and mot ivat ion were inc luded in the
subsequent analysis. 

Results : There were signif icant differences in the
at t i tude towards suic ide according to re l ig ion,  age,
educational background, the marriage status, the economic
position, and different professional licenses. Hospital
workers’ view was different from the community workers’.
The hospital workers judged that suicide was due to mental
illness, and suicide was high for the people in a special
environment and who lacked motivation, which caused
them to fal l  in a dangerous si tuat ion. For the lower

educat ional  group,  they thought  that  suic ide was
attributable to mental illness. The awareness for suicide
was significantly higher in the group with a postgraduate
education, unmarried people, mental health professionals
and the persons who had concern and experience with
suicide. The factors that had an influence on the awareness
of suicide were the items of mental illness, religion, risk and
motivational factors. 

Conclusions : This study suggested that the factors to
increase the awareness and attitude for suicide were the
experience of increased education and case management
of suicide. Therefore, education dealing with suicide and
reinforcement of crisis management programs should be
developed.  
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Table 1. General characteristics of study subjects

Variable
Community works

N=264 
no.(%)

Hospital works
N=228 
no.(%)

Total
N=492 
no.(%)

p-value

Sex
Man
Woman

Age
20  -  30 yr

30 yr
Education

University
Postgraduate

Marital status
Single
Married

Religion
Yes
No

Type of job
Mental health nurse
Mental health community service worker
Mental health clinical psychologist
Nurses
Community service worker
Others

Licence
Specialty
Non specialty

Position
Head
Staff

Yr of  carrier
5 yr
5 yr

021 (8.0)
243 (92.0)

158 (59.8)
106 (40.2)

178 (67.4)
086 (32.6)

148 (56.1)
116 (43.9)

194 (73.5)
070 (26.5)

101 (38.3)
099 (37.5)
011 (4.2)
012 (4.5)
035 (13.3)
006 (2.3)

209 (79.2)
055 (20.8)

051 (19.3)
213 (80.7)

129 (48.9)
135 (51.1)

028 (12.3)
200 (87.7)

129 (56.6)
099 (43.4)

208 (91.2)
020 (8.8)

126 (55.3)
102 (44.7)

133 (58.3)
095 (41.7)

026 (11.4)
002 (0.9)
000 (0.0)
184 (80.7)
006 (2.6)
010 (4.4)

028 (12.3)
200 (87.7)

028 (12.3)
200 (87.7)

108 (47.4)
120 (52.6)

049 (10.0)
443 (90.0)

287 (58.3)
205 (41.7)

386 (78.5)
106 (21.5)

274 (55.7)
218 (44.3)

327 (66.5)
165 (33.5)

127 (25.8)
101 (20.5)
011 (2.2)
196 (39.8)
041 (8.3)
016 (3.3)

237 (48.2)
255 (51.8)

079 (16.1)
413 (83.9)

237 (48.2)
255 (51.8)

<0.110

<0.465

<0.0001

<0.859

<0.0004

<0.0001

<0.000

<0.034

<0.116

Table 2. Distribution of experience for suicide 

Variable
Community works

N=264 
no.(%)

Hospital works
N=228 
no.(%)

Total
N=492 
no.(%)

p-value

Concern on suicide
Yes
No

Suicide of family
Yes
No

Suicide cas management
Yes
No

Receiving the supervision
Yes
No

Education about suicide
Yes
No

238 (90.2)
026 (9.8)

063 (23.9)
201 (76.1)

212 (80.3)
052 (19.7)

140 (53.0)
124 (47.0)

169 (64.0)
095 (36.0)

142 (62.3)
086 (37.7)

046 (20.2)
182 (79.8)

089 (39.0)
139 (6.0)

039 (17.1)
189 (82.9)

056 (24.6)
172 (75.4)

380 (77.2)
112 (22.8)

109 (22.2)
383 (77.8)

301 (61.2)
191 (38.8)

179 (36.4)
313 (63.6)

225 (45.7)
267 (54.3)

x2

54.05

0.96

87.72

68.21

76.73

0.000

0.326

0.000

0.000

0.000

Table 3. Comparison for attitude and awareness against suicide between community works and
hospital works

Variable
Community works

Mean SD

Hospital works

Mean SD
t p-value

Attitude
Factor 1  Ethics
Factor 2  Mental Illness
Factor 3  Religion
Factor 4  Risk
Factor 5  Motivation

Awareness

-0.48 0.56
-0.50 0.55
-0.45 0.59
-0.08 0.52
-0.59 0.55
-0.38 0.50

-0.48 0.56
-0.14 0.61
-0.36 0.60
-0.05 0.53
-0.33 0.55
-0.05 0.48

-0.01
-6.70
-1.60
-2.90
-5.18
-7.41

<0.988
<0.0001
<0.110
<0.003
<0.0001
<0.0001
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Table 4. Attitude against suicide according to general characteristics 

Variable
Factor 1 Ethics

Community Hospital

Factor 2 Mental illness

Community Hospital

Factor 3 Religion

Community Hospital

Factor 4 Risk

Community Hospital

Factor 5 Motivation

Community Hospital

Religion
Yes
No
t
p-value

Age
20-30 yr

30 yr
t
p-value

Education
University
Postgraduate
t
p-value

Marital status
Single
Married
t
p-value

Position
Head
Staff
t
p-value

Licence
Specialty 
Non Specialty
t
p-value

0.55 0.57
0.28 0.46

3.9200
0.0001

0.40 0.52
0.60 0.59

-2.8200
-0.0051

0.49 0.56
0.47 0.55

0.270
0.790

0.43 0.53
0.54 0.59

-1.570
-0.116

0.63 0.53
0.45 0.56

2.110
0.036

0.50 0.56
0.42 0.54

0.870
0.383

0.58 0.59
0.35 0.47

3.1400
0.0019

0.44 0.49
0.54 0.63

-1.300
-0.194

0.47 0.56
0.65 0.50

-1.430
-0.153

0.43 0.53
0.55 0.59

-1.5500
-0.1222

0.64 0.60
0.46 0.55

1.640
0.103

0.61 0.51
0.46 0.56

1.330
0.183

-0.48 0.57
-0.56 0.51

1.000
0.319

-0.52 0.56
-0.46 0.54

-0.880
-0.378

-0.48 0.59
-0.54 0.47

0.950
0.345

-0.47 0.54
-0.53 0.57

0.900
0.369

-0.52 0.46
-0.49 0.57

-0.260
-0.792

-0.51 0.53
-0.46 0.63

-0.510
-0.613

-0.10 0.66
-0.20 0.52

1.250
0.213

-0.19 0.59
-0.08 0.63

-1.330
-0.184

-0.12 0.61
-0.38 0.53

1.790
0.074

-0.18 0.60
-0.1 0.62

-1.030
-0.304

-0.27 0.54
-0.12 0.62

-1.150
-0.250

-0.27 0.56
-0.12 0.61

-1.220
-0.224

-0.39 0.59
-0.61 0.57

2.690
0.007

-0.51 0.56
-0.36 0.63

-1.960
-0.050

-0.47 0.59
-0.41 0.60

-0.810
-0.419

-0.54 0.53
-0.34 0.64

-2.690
-0.007

-0.36 0.69
-0.47 0.57

1.170
0.242

-0.47 0.60
-0.37 0.54

-1.160
-0.248

-0.29 0.64
-0.47 0.54

2.290
0.023

-0.42 0.54
-0.29 0.68

-1.540
-0.124

-0.36 0.60
-0.41 0.64

0.340
0.735

-0.40 0.56
-0.32 0.65

-1.000
-0.316

-0.49 0.56
-0.35 0.61

-1.140
-0.255

-0.58 0.46
-0.33 0.62

-1.980
-0.048

-0.07 0.51
-0.12 0.55

0.750
0.451

-0.13 0.52
-0.05 0.52

-1.660
-0.099

-0.08 0.54
-0.09 0.49

0.160
0.873

-0.08 0.50
-0.09 0.55

0.240
0.813

-0.06 0.56
-0.09 0.51

0.380
0.704

-0.13 0.53
0.07 0.45

-2.570
-0.010

0.06 0.56
0.04 0.49

0.280
0.781

0.05 0.49
0.04 0.59

0.230
0.819

0.04 0.54
0.14 0.51

-0.770
-0.445

0.04 0.51
0.05 0.57

-0.130
-0.898

0.1 0.45
0.04 0.55

0.500
0.614

0.12 0.35
0.04 0.56

1.010
0.316

-0.59 0.55
-0.61 0.57

0.250
0.805

-0.67 0.50
-0.48 0.61

-0.680
-0.007

-0.56 0.57
-0.65 0.51

1.230
0.221

-0.61 0.51
-0.57 0.60

-0.550
-0.585

-0.63 0.63
-0.58 0.53

-0.580
-0.562

-0.64 0.54
-0.4 0.58

-2.98
-0.003

-0.31 0.58
-0.36 0.50

0.730
0.464

-0.38 0.52
-0.27 0.58

-1.470
-0.142

-0.32 0.56
-0.48 0.41

1.280
0.202

-0.41 0.53
-0.24 0.56

-2.330
-0.020

-0.22 0.51
-0.35 0.55

1.160
0.247

-0.37 0.54
-0.33 0.55

-0.390
-0.696

Table 5. Attitude against suicide according to experience for suicide 

Variable
Factor 1 Ethics

Community Hospital

Factor 2 Mental illness

Community Hospital

Factor 3 Religion

Community Hospital

Factor 4 Risk

Community Hospital

Factor 5 Motivation

Community Hospital

Concern on suicide management  service
Yes
No
t
p-value

Suicide of family
Yes
No
t
p-value

Suicide case manage
Yes
No
t
p-value

Supervision for suicide case management
Yes
No
t
p-value

Education about suicide
Yes
No
t
p-value

0.48 0.55
0.52 0.60

-0.380
-0.706

0.46 0.59
0.49 0.55

-0.370
-0.708

0.46 0.56
0.56 0.55

-1.120
-0.264

0.46 0.58
0.47 0.52

-0.16
-0.87

0.47 0.55
0.51 0.57

-0.530
-0.597

0.55 0.57
0.37 0.52

2.470
0.014

0.33 0.63
0.52 0.53

-2.090
-0.037

0.5 0.530
0.47 0.58

0.280
0.777

0.56 0.56
0.42 0.54

1.230
0.221

0.50 0.56
0.48 0.56

0.250
0.805

-0.50 0.55
-0.48 0.60

-0.180
-0.859

-0.50 0.57
-0.50 0.55

-0.080
-0.936

-0.51 0.55
-0.46 0.56

-0.490
-0.626

-0.52 0.50
-0.47 0.64

-0.540
-0.588

-0.52 0.50
-0.47 0.64

-0.600
-0.551

-0.21 0.63
-0.03 0.56

-2.310
-0.021

-0.20 0.62
-0.13 0.61

-0.720
-0.475

-0.27 0.60
-0.10 0.62

-1.190
-0.236

-0.27 0.52
-0.22 0.65

-0.380
-0.701

-0.28 0.58
-0.10 0.61

-1.920
-0.056

-0.46 0.59
-0.33 0.56

-1.070
-0.284

-0.48 0.54
-0.44 0.61

-0.440
-0.663

-0.47 0.57
-0.37 0.67

-1.150
-0.250

-0.50 0.59
-0.41 0.54

-1.070
-0.286

-0.50 0.55
-0.36 0.65

-1.840
-0.066

-0.35 0.61
-0.38 0.59

0.350
0.725

-0.56 0.47
-0.32 0.62

-2.850
-0.005

-0.45 0.53
-0.31 0.64

-1.800
-0.072

-0.44 0.53
-0.48 0.53

0.370
0.715

-0.47 0.66
-0.33 0.58

-1.490
-0.137

-0.08 0.52
-0.15 0.49

0.670
0.501

-0.05 0.51
-0.09 0.53

0.530
0.596

-0.10 0.53
-0.03 0.48

-0.870
-0.383

-0.12 0.53
-0.06 0.54

-0.690
-0.492

-0.10 0.53
-0.05 0.52

-0.820
-0.415

0.05 0.52
0.04 0.56

0.160
0.869

0.004 0.59
0.06 0.520

-0.670
-0.505

0.08 0.470
0.031 0.57

0.730
0.464

0.03 0.48
0.10 0.53

-0.650
-0.516

-0.05 0.57
0.08 0.52-

-1.690
-0.092

-0.61 0.53
-0.44 0.71

-1.180
-0.248

-0.67 0.49
-0.57 0.57

-1.340
-0.181

-0.65 0.538
-0.38 0.584

-3.180
-0.001

-0.65 0.53
-0.64 0.54

-0.210
-0.836

-0.63 0.53
-0.52 0.59

-1.480
-0.139

-0.37 0.55
-0.27 0.55

-1.220
-0.222

-0.32 0.61
-0.33 0.53

0.140
0.885

-0.33 0.58
-0.34 0.53

0.110
0.910

-0.35 0.55
-0.37 0.61

0.170
0.867

-0.44 0.54
-0.30 0.55

-1.720
-0.087
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Table 6. Awareness for suicide according to
general characteristic  

Variable

Mean SD

Community
workers

Hospital 
workers

Religion
Yes
No
t
p-value

Age
20-30 yr

30 yr
t
p-value

Education
University
Postgraduate
t
p-value

Marital status
Single
Married
t
p-value

Licence
Specialty 
Non Specialty
t
p-value

Concern on suicide
Yes
No
t
p-value

Suicide of family
Yes
No
t
p-value

Suicide case management
Yes
No
t
p-value

Receiving the supervision
Yes
No
t
p-value

Education about suicide
Yes
No
t
p-value

-0.35 0.50
-0.48 0.51

1.810
0.071

-0.40 0.48
-0.37 0.53

-0.460
-0.642

-0.33 0.52
-0.50 0.45

2.600
0.009

-0.40 0.49
-0.36 0.52

-0.730
-0.468

-0.42 0.50
-0.25 0.48

-2.180
-0.030

-0.39 0.50
-0.32 0.52

-0.70
-0.48

-0.41 0.56
-0.38 0.48

-0.36
-0.71

-0.40 0.49
-0.32 0.53

-1.05
-0.29

-0.43 0.48
-0.35 0.52

-1.050
-0.295

-0.44 0.48
-0.28 0.52

-2.45
-0.01

-0.05 0.52
-0.05 0.43

-0.040
-0.970

-0.09 0.440
-0.008 0.54

-1.270
-0.207

-0.02 0.48
-0.37 0.39

3.060
0.002

-0.12 0.45
0.02 0.52-

-2.230
-0.026

-0.19 0.49
-0.03 0.48

-1.580
-0.114

-0.12 0.46
0.06 0.50-

-2.840
-0.004

-0.16 0.49
-0.02 0.48

-1.70
-0.09

-0.11 0.50
-0.02 0.47

-1.39
-0.16

-0.24 0.49
-0.02 0.52

-2.1000
-0.0385

-0.24 0.49
0.004 0.47

-3.3600
-0.0009

Table 7. The factors influence to awareness for suicide 

Variable

Awareness 

Community workers Hospital workers

B SE t p-value B SE t p-value

Ethics
Mental Illness
Religion
Risk
Motivation

B: least squared estimate  SE: standard error

0.18
0.53
0.31
0.32
0.29

0.05
0.04
0.04
0.05
0.05

3.31
11.8
6.41
5.79
5.60

<0.001
<0.0001
<0.0001
<0.0001
<0.0001

0.14
0.51
0.29
0.27
0.31

0.05
0.04
0.04
0.05
0.05

2.59
12.9
5.82
4.80
5.82

<0.01
<0.0001
<0.0001
<0.0001
<0.0001
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