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Abstract

Acupuncture and Sweet Bee Venom Treatment of
Compressive Neuropathy of the Radial Nerve: Three
Cases Report of “Saturday Night Palsy”

Lim Chung-san, Ryu Young-jin and Kwon Ki-rok

Department of Acupuncture & Moxibustion, Oriental Medical Hospital, Sangji University

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to report the patients with compressive neuropathy of the
radial nerve(Saturday Night Palsy), who was improved by acupuncture and Sweet Bee Venom(SBV)
treatment.

Methods & Results : The patients were hospitalized or outpatient in Dept. of Acupuncture &
Moxibustion, traditional korean medical hospital, Sangji University from 1st, Dec. 2008 to 30th June
2009, and treated with acupuncture, SBV, electrical stimulation therapy and herbal medication therapy.
To evaluate the wrist drop and numbness of fingers, coding result(Arbitrary values used to evaluate
result) and digital infrared thermal image, which was well defined diagnostic tool estimating skin surface
temperature difference, were used. As a result, patient symptoms were improved remarkably.

Conclusions : Patients were treated during 6 weeks in average. 2 cases were excellent and 1 case
was evaluated good result by the acupuncture, Sweet Bee Venom, electrical stimulation therapy.

Key words : compressive neuropathy(Saturday Night Palsy), acupuncture, Sweet Bee Venom, digital
infrared thermal Image(DIT.L)
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Table 2. The Change of Range of Motion(ROM) and Muscle Power in Case 1 Patient

=014 Wrist Fingers Thumb
DF PF MP Ext FT-MPC ABD IP-Ext

08. 12. 22 F(0) E(7) F(0) F(1) F(1) F

08. 12. 30 F(D) E() F(D F(D) F(D) F)

09. 01. 07 F©2) E(7) F(D F() F() F)

09. 01. 31 G(4) E®) F(D F(D F(@2) F)

09. 03. 13 G(4) E®) F() F() F2) F()

09. 03. 24 G(6) E©) F2) G(3) G4) G4)

09. 06. 19 E®) E©) G(4) G4) E®) E®)

E @ Excellent. G @ Good. F @ Fair, (Number) means muscle power.

i

Before treatment

After treatment

Fig. 1. The change of wirst extension in the case of radial nerve palsy, before and after treatment(Case 1)
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Table 3. Range of Motion and Muscle Power of Case 2 Patient

Day Wrist Fingers Thumb

DF PF MP Ext FT-MPC ABD IP-Ext
09. 04. 13 F(0) E7) F(2) F(2) F(1) F(1)
09. 04. 20 F(1) E(7) G(4) G(4) F(3) F(2)
09. 04. 27 F(2) E7) G(5) G(4) G(4) G(3)
09. 05. 04 F(3) E7) G(5) G(5) G(5) G(5)
09. 05. 11 G(5) EQ9) G(6) G(7) E®7) E6)
09. 05. 18 G(6) E©) E®) E®) E®) E(7)
09. 05. 25 E(7) E(10) E©9) E®) E©9) E©9)
E:

Before treatment

Fig. 2. The change of 1’st finger extension in the case of radial nerve palsy, before and
after treatment(Case 2)

4 o

Y
A i_/

After treatment

Table 4. Range of Motion and Muscle Power of Case 3 Patient

Day Wrist Fingers Thumb
DF PF MP Ext FT-MPC ABD IP-Ext
08. 12. 13 F(0) E©) G(5) G(5) F(1) F(1)
08. 12. 20 F(1) E©) G(6) G(6) F(1) F(2)
08. 12. 29 G(3) E©) G(7) G(6) G(4) G(4)
09. 01. 05 G4 E(10) E®) E®) G(6) G(5)
09. 01. 14 E(7) E(10) E©9) E9) E®) E(7)
09. 01. 30 E®) E(10 E©9) E(10) E©9) E9)
09. 02. 05 E®) E(10) E(10) E(10) E©) E©9)
09. 02. 25 E9) E(10) E(10) E(10) E(10) E9)

extension was possible.

Before treatment

. Excellent. G : Good. F : Fair, (Number) means muscle power.

After treatment]

Fig. 3. The change of wirst extension in the case of radial nerve palsy, before and after

treatment(Case 3)
Before treatment, patient’'s wrist were dropped, and after treatment during 4 weeks, the motion of wirst
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Before treatment After treatment

Case 1

Case 2

Case 3

Fig. 4. The change of thermal images in 3
patients of radial nerve palsy

All of the thermal images are changed from low(blue
or green color) to high temperature the patients of radial
palsy, before and after treatment.
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