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Distribution of the White Shark, Carcharodon carcharias and Other Sharks around the Korean Waters
by Youn Choi (Department of Marine Biotechnology, Kunsan National University)

ABSTRACT

Greate white sharks, Carcharodon carcharias, are found in almost all the temperate and

tropical coastal waters around the world. There have been 19 appearances reported in Korean coastal
waters since June 1996 and seven shark attacks have been reported. There are about 400 species of
sharks in the world, and 41 species of them have been found in Korean coastal waters. Thirteen of
them belong to the Carcharhinidae family, and five of them belong to the Squalidae family. Of these
sharks, 15 species of them live off of the East coast, 18 species live off of the West coast, and the
other 40 species are distributed around Jeju Island and the South coast. Eleven species of them,
including the great white shark, live off of all the coastal waters of Korea.
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Table 1. The white shark Carcharodon carcharias which were cap-
tured by fishing boats in the Korean coast from June, 1996 to March,
2009

Date Locality Total length  Sex
1996. 6. 6 Kunsan-si, Jeollabuk-do 3.5m Mae
1997.8.5 Y angyang-gun, Gangwon-do 15m Male
1998.5.15  Taean-gun, Chungchongnam-do 4.7m Male
1998. 5. 25 Kunsan-shi, Jeollabuk-do 1.3m Mae
1998.5.30  Kunsan-shi, Jeollabuk-do 43m Femade
1998.5.30  Deojeok-do, Inchon-shi 52m Male
1999.6.5 Kunsan-shi, Jeollabuk-do 1.9m Mae
1999. 11. 19  Pohang-shi, Kyungsangbuk-do 3.3m Male
2001.5.15  Taean-gun, Chungchongnam-do 49m Femae
2004.3.25  Pohang-shi, Kyungsangbuk-do 1.6m ?
2004. 6.7 Taean-gun, Chungchongnam-do 16m Femae
2005.4.21  Yeosu-shi, Jeollanam-do 40m Male
2005. 4.24 Y eosu-shi, Jeollanam-do 3.0m Femae
2005. 6. 7 Buan-gun, Jeollabuk-do 20m Femae
2007.4.4 Y eosu-shi, Jeollanam-do 4.6m Male
2007.6.22  Yeongdeok-gun, Kyungsangbuk-do 4.0m ?
2009.2.28  Donghae-shi, Gangwon-do 35m Femae
2009.3.4 Donghae-shi, Gangwon-do 4.7m ?
2009. 3.6 South Coast 4.4m ?

Table 2. Shark attacksin Korea
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Case No.* Date of attack Name of victim Locality Fatal
3331 Summer, 1959 Man (swimmer) 36°17'N 126° 31'E Die
3332 May 23, 1981 Pak Kyong-sun (29, woman, shell diver) 36°14'N 126° 21'E "
3333 May 15, 1986 Man (shell diver) 36°05'N 126° 27'E "
3334 May 27, 1988 Ko Bong-ae (38, woman, shell diver) 36°20'N 126° 21'E ”
3335 May 12, 1995 Kim Sun-sim (44, woman, shell diver ) 36°23'N 126° 20'E "
3336 May 10, 1996 Lee Kwan-seok (33, man, shell diver) 36°05'N 126° 27'E "

? June 13, 2005 Lee Sang-mi (39, woman, shell diver) 36°38'N 126° 01'E Injure

*Shark attack case number of International Shark Attack File(ISAF), Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville, Florida, 32611-2035, U.S.A.



Table 3. List and distribution of Sharks from Korean waters

Species of shark West coast Sougoi?%ajg :Cll ;o;l ng East coast vc\altl etff;e(;c:(aitza
Y o] Ato] = Heterodontiformes
Y o] Afo] 3} Heterodontidae
Ao ite Heter odontus japonicus .
ApAl o] Afo] Heterodontus zebra
G} 5 Orectolobiformes
9 Orectolobidae
G A o] Orectolobus japonicus .
SRS Hemiscylliidae
g5 Chiloscyllium plagiosum o
| Alel =} Rhincodontidae
) Ate] Rhincodon typus . . . .
A= Carcharhiniformes
FEAIH Scyliorhinidae
Fike] Cephal oscyllium umbratile
EHAle] Halaelurus buergeri
FEAke] Scyliorhinus torazame . .
EHA | 7 Proscylliidae
FZA}e] Proscyllium habereri .
742 Ao 3} Triakidae
) 2 Ato] Hemitriakis japonica .
7§ 2] Mustelus griseus .
HAate] Mustelus manazo .
742 A Triakis scyllium o o
Fbels} Carcharhinidae
e aded Carcharhinus brachyrus . . o .
3] wkA}o] Carcharhinus dussumieri o
4] Carcharhinus plumbeus .
7o Ale] Carcharhinus sorrah .
drlte] Carcharhinus limbatus .
LRS! Galeocerdo cuvier o o
2] el Prionace glauca . o
N EA} o] Rhizoprionodon acutus U
o} Ao] Rhizoprionodon ologolinx o
A gl 2t Sphyrnidae
A Sphyrna lewini o o o o
e Shpyrna zygaena
ofAfo] & Lamniformes
7raAkel s Family Pseudocarchariidae
7hgAke] Pseudocarcharias kamohar ai .
gk Abo] 3} Alopiidae
3 Alo] Alopias pelagicus
3] uf 3= Ate] Alopias vulprnuis ° ° ° °
E54o]3 Cetorhinidae
EEA)e] Cetorhinus maximus o . o o
eFafol s} Lamnidae
W 2ote] Carcharodon carcharias
A ket Isurus oxyrinchus
oFafed Lamna ditropis
Al Ate] & Hexanchiformes
AleAto] 3} Hexanchidae
7112] 7] 84 o] Heptranchias perlo
A Ao Notorynchus cepedianus ° °
F At & Squaliformes
el Squalidae
M\ Etmoperus lucifer .




Table 3. Continued

. South coast (Includin All the coastal
Species of shark West coast around Jéju Isl.) ’ East coast waters of Korea
FAk] Sgualus acanthias ° ° ° °
T EHkAfo] Squalus japonicus °
B zg]Ato] Squalus megalops ° ° ° °
FiAte] Squalus mitsukurii .
A 2}g] Afo] & Squathniformes
Az} Abol 2} Squatinidae
A 2)e) Aol Sguatina japonicus ° ° °
Wy Squatina nebulosa °
EAlo] =2 Pristiophoriformes
EA}o]z} Pristiophoridae
EA}o] Pristiophorus japonicus ° °
Number of species 41 18 39 15 11
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o Z¢]7} ClassCondrichthyes
g o}7} Subclass Elasmobranchii

o] Are] & Order Heterodontifor mes

o] Ao]=} Family Heterodontidae

1) 240|~t0{ Heterodontus japonicus (Maclay and Macleay)
Heterodontus japonicus Maclay and Macleay, 1884, p.
428 (Tokyo); Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Busan).
WP Azhd® oA FoE ol 2001 94

10, AAF 65cm (174 A).

2) AtZl0|At0] Heterodontus zebra (Gray)
Centracions zebra Gray, 1831, p. 5(Swatow, China).
Heterodontus zebra: Wu, 1929, p. 2; Mori, 1952, p. 14
(Busan, Mokpo).
HEEE A

443 4}o] & Order Orectolobiformes

44 4}o]z} Family Orectolobidae

3) £=¢4At0] Orectolobus japonicus Regan
Orectolobus japonicus Regan, 1906, p. 435 (Japan); Mori
and Uchida, 1934, p. 13 (Busan).
HEEE ol

A =2x}o]z} Family Hemiscylliidae

4) 4=2A0{ Chiloscyllium plagiosum (Bennett)

Scyllium plagiosum Bennett, 1830, p. 694 (Sumatra).
Chiloscyllium indicum: Chyung, 1977, p. 7 (Busan, Jegju
Island).

Chiloscyllium plagiosum: Dingerkus and De Fino, 1983,
p. 22.

TEEE HE

I Ae]=z} Family Rhincodontidae

5) 12401 Rhincodon typus Smith
Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828, p. 2 (Table Bay, South Afri-
ca); Mori, 1952, p. 16 (Jgu Island).
FEZE AF2 Az, 19959 89 30, A 6.5m
(RA); A5 AR sl o] A7, 1998 94 304,
A 4.8m (NA]); =9 B33 19994 84 30, A
& 6.8m(NA); A8 23] =A% 20061 94



z R
159, 2+ 4.6m (1) A)).

F4}o] & Order Carcharhiniformes
FEAo]3z} Family Scyliorhinidae

6) =4+0f Cephaloscyllium umbratile (Bonnaterre)
Cephaloscyllium umbratile Jordan and Fowler, 1903, p.
602 (Nagasaki, Japan); Mori and Uchida, 1934, p. 13
(Busan).

Hw i Aebd= 22 A, 20039 54 649, A4 75cm

(RA).

7) 2¥44+0{ Halaelurus buergeri (Miiller and Henle)
Scyllium buergeri Miller and Henle, 1838, p. 8 (Nagasaki,
Japan).

Halaelurus buergeri: Mori, 1952, p. 19 (Mokpo).

=R S

8) F=2AH0{ Scyliorhinus torazame (Tanaka)
Catulus torazame Tanaka, 1908, p. 6 (Misaki, Japan);
Mori and Uchida, 1934, p. 13 (Busan).
Scyliorhinus torazame: Mori, 1952, p. 18 (Busan).
TR Ag of4A], 2000 849 10Y, AAF 46ecm
(KNUM 1010); A= AMAZE oJA]AH 20029 9¢ 1
d, A7 40~45em (87 A]); A E2FA] F=AA
20041 84 19¢, AR} 38~47cm (670 A)).

EWAle]s} Family Proscylliidae

9) E#HA0| Proscyllium habereri (Hilgendorf)
Proscyllium habereri Hilgendorf, 1904, p. 39 (Takao, For-
MOosa).
Calliscyllium venustum: Mori, 1952, p. (Busan market).
HEEE gS

7}x]124}e] 3} Family Triakidae

10) &i2+At0{ Hemitriakis japanica (Muller and Henle)
Galeus japanicus Mller and Henle, 1839, p. 58 (Japan).
Hemitriakis japanica: Compagno, 1984, p. 391.
Galeorhinus japanicus. Mori, 1952, p. 20 (Busan, Mok-
po).
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11) 7HA+0{ Mustelus griseus Pietschmann
Mustelus griseus Pietschmann, 1908, p. 132 (Japan).
Cynias griseus: Mori, 1928, p. 3 (Inchon, Mokpo).
HEEE AT A FUAA, 19954 99 204, 69
cm (KNUM 1984).

12) 844+0{ Mustelus manazo Bleeker
Mustelus manazo Bleeker, 1854, p. 126 (Nagasaki, Japan).
Cyanus manazo: Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Inchon).
Az R G dd ¢, 19979 949 1. AR} 76
cm (L A).

13) 77kX|Ak0{ Triakis scyllium Miller and Henle
Triakis scyllium Muller and Henle, 1839, p. 63 (Japan);
Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Busan, Jinnampo).
R AE A 2ZAREE (A ®), 19979 6
4 34, A% 63cm (URA); A+ 7FA] 32, 20051
84 204, A7 60em (L/RA); 4 AMA - A, 2008
9 69 1d; AR 1,5m(A).

F2}e]=} Family Carcharhinidae

14) 2EjAto] Carcharhinus brachyurus (Glnther)
Carcharias brachyurus Guinther, 1870, p. 8: 369. (Type
locality: New Zealand).
Carcharhinus brachyurus: Bass et al., 1973; Garrick,
1982.
Carcarhinus gangeticus. Chyung, 1977, pl. 10: 1~ 3.
AR AR A s oA, 1997 44 28
o, AA 1m(KNUM 1021).

15) &[4kALO] Carcharhinus dussumieri (Valenciennes)
Carcharias dussumieri: Miller and Henle, 1839, p. 47,
pl 19 (Type locality: Pondicherry, India).

Carcharhinus dussumieri: Garrick, 1982
FATE: A F= AHEA], 19960 64 10, HAF 95
cm(KNUM 1020).

16) &4+0{ Carcharhinus plumbeus (Nardo)
Sgualus plumbeus Nardo, 1827, p. 477 (Adriatic Sea).
Carcharhinus japonicus: Mori, 1952, p. 20 (Mokpo).
Carcharhinus plumbeus: Bass et al., 1973.
HEEE S

17) Z21e2|A0] Carcharhinus sorrah (Valenciennes)
Carcharias Sorrah: Miller and Henle, 1839, p. 45, pl. 16.
(Type locality: Java, Madagascar).

Carcharhinus sorrah: Bass et al., 1973; Garrick 1982.
HEEE AFE AMFZ oA, 1996 79 109, A
2} 56.cm, (KNUM 1001).

18) tAk0{ Carcharhinus limbatus (Valenciennes)
Carcharias limbatus Valenciennes, 1839, p. 49, pl. 19



(Typelocaity: Martinque).
Carcharhinus brachyurus: Chyung, 1977, pl. 10, fig. 4.
wEEE A

19) UHAHH Galeocerdo cuvier (Péron and Lesueur)
Squalus cuvier Péron and Lesueur in Sueur, 1822, p. 351
(Australia).
Galeocerdo arcticus: Mori, 1952, p. 20 (Mokpo).
Galeocerdo cuvier: Compagno, 1973, p. 26.
HEEE g

20) HAl2|At0{ Prionace glauca (Linnaeus)
Squalus glauca Linnaeus, 1858, p. 235 (European sea).
Prionace glauca: Mori and Uchida, 1934, p. 13 (Busan).
R A FE MFE A%, 2001 84 19, A4
L5m(17hA)), BAA] A=) A1AF 2003 84 10Y, A
& 2m(VA); AE 23] F=A17 2005 59 30
oA, A=A 2.3m (L A).

21) #HIS=At0{ Rhizoprionodon acutus (Rippell)
Carcharias acutus Rippell, 1837, p. 65(Djedda, Red Seq).
Scoliodon walbeehmi: Mori and Uchida, 1934, p. 13
(Busan).
Rhizoprionodon acutus: Compagno, 1973, p. 31; Kim et
al., 2005, p. 56.
=R S

22) Oo}7+At0{ Rhizoprionodon oligolinx Springer
Rhizoprionodon oligolinx Springer, 1964, p. 621 (Gulf of
Thailand); Kim et al., 2005, p. 57.

Scoliodon palasorrah, Chyung, p. 80.
HEEE G

FHA2}e]z Family Sphyrhindae

23) &AM At0f Sphyrna lewini (Griffith and Smith)
Sohyrna lewini Griffith and Smith, 1834, p. 640, pl. 50
PR AFE MFEA] oAAA, 1996 7Y 109,
A2 50cm (KNUM 1016).

24) F|4to{ Sphyrna zygaena (Linnaeus)
Sgualus zygaena Linnaeus, 1758, p. 234 (Europ, America).
Sohyrna zygaena: Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Busan).
R S 2] F=A4 1998 99 159, A
ZF 2.3m (10 A).

ol

b= sl &oiRe

H

49

HL

etrlo] B Order Lamnnformes

7hdAre] =} Family Pseudocar chariidae

25) Z=HAto] Pseudocarcharias kamoharai (Matsubara)
Carcharias kamoharai Matsubara, 1936, p. 380 (Kochi,
Japan).
Pseudocarcharias kamoharai: Mori, 1952, p. 16 (Busan).
HEEE S

sl A}o]3} Family Alopiidae

26) &t=2t0{ Alopias pelagicus Nakamura
Alopias pelagicus Nakamura, 1935, p. 3 (Taiwan); Mori,
1952, p. 17 (Busan, Jeju Island).
Alopias vulpes. Uchidaand Y abe, 1939, p. 6 (Jgju Idand).
FAdmE: AR z3A Z22AA 19999 10Y 1Y, A
ZF 3.3m (U A).

27) ElHj &= A0{ Alopias vulpinus (Bonnaterre)
Alopias vulpinus Bonnaterre, 1788, p. 9.
IR AR ZAM] s oA, 1996 10Y 10
o1, A4 1.7m. (KNUM 1017).

EE-2}e]3} Family Cetorhinade

28) ==240{ Cetorhinus maximus (Gunnerus)
Squalus maximus Gunnerus, 1765, p. 33 (Trondhjem,
Norwey).
Cetorhinus maximus: Mori, 1952, p. 18 (Busan).
TR g 13} 19964 79 3Y, A 85m(1
WA, A5 Heb F4x38h 2000 74 84, AA 6.5
m (170 A).

etxre]zt Family Lamnnidae

29) BHALOIZ| Carcharodon carcharias (Linnaeus)
Sgualus carcharias Linnaeus, 1758, 235 (Europe).
Carcharodon carcharias: Mori, 1952, p. 17 (Busan).
AZAzE: Table 1.

30) Atof2| Isurus oxyrinchus Rafinesque
Isurus oxyrinchus Rafinesque, 1810, p. 12 (Mediterranean
Sead); Mori, 1952, p. 17 (Busan).
AR A F= AT E 044, 1998 84 5%, 17
1.3m(AA); A5 A #lvkE o414, 2000 849
19, A7 21m(AA); 748 234 F=A174, 2006+
84 20, AAF 1.5m (14 A).

31) 2+Atof Lamna ditropis Hubbs and Follett
Lamna ditropis Hubbs and Follett, 1947, p. 194 (Cdlifor-



nia); Chyung, 1977, p. 9 (Jgju Idand).

TRER QL.

X2k A}o] B Order Hexanchiformes

AlgHxte] 3 Family Hexanchidae

32) 112|7|E4A+0{ Heptranchias perlo (Bonnaterre)
Squalus perlo Bonnaterre, 1788, p. 10 (Mediterranean
Sea).
Heptrachias perlo: Uchida and Y abe, 1939, p. 6 (Jgju Is-
land).
HEEE A FE MFIEA] A, 1998 99 10d.
A 93cm (L) A)).

33) 244401 Notorynchus cepedianus (Péron)
Squalus cepedianus Péron, 1807, p 337 (Adventure Bay,
Tasmania).
Notorynchus platycephalus: Mori, 1952, p. 15 (Busan);
Eschmeyer and Herald, 1983, p. 19.
FEER g d=d BZx, 19999 64 8Y, HA+
1.8m(17hA).

Enbrlo] & Order Squaliformes

E1-4}o] 7} Family Squalidae

34) 7tA|&4H0] Etmopterus lucifer Jordan and Snyder
Etmopterus lucifer Jordan and Snyde, 1902, p. 79 (Misaki,
Japan); Mori, 1952, p. 22 (Jgju Idland).
FAE A F AFHEA], 19999 104 1Y, AR} 25
cm (L7 A).

35) &Ato] Squalus acanthias Linnaeus
Sgualus acanthias Linnaeus, 1758, p. 233 (European sed).
Squalus suckleyi: Mori, 1928, p. 3 (Incheon).
Iz E A Ak FAE, 20039 49 209, AR
85cm (WA, 75 A 2hx, 2007d 64 209, A
Z 60cm (1) A).

36) ==2HA0f Squalus japonicus Ishikawa
Squalus japonicus Ishikawa, 1908, p. 71 (Tokyo); Jordan
and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Jinnampo).
WEEE Y= 7FEA 72|, 20039 84 20, A
ZF 1m (170 A).

37) 2Zx2|At0f Squalus megalops (Macleay)
Acanthias megal ops Macleay, 1881, p. 367 (Port Jackson,
Australia).
Sgualus brevirostris: Mori, 1928, p. 3 (Busan).

Sgualus megal ops, Compagno, 1984, p. 118.
wEwE FE B33, 20019 549 84, A4 50cm(1
7HA).

38) =etAt0{ Squalus mitsukurii Jordan and Snyder
Squalus mitsukurii Jordan and Snyder, 1903, p. 629 (Mi-
saki, Japan); Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 4 (Jinnampo).
T 7Y =g, 20009 89 209, A4 L.2m(L
ZHA).

A2 o] E Order Squatiniformes

A z}e]Ade]z} Family Squatinidae

39) MXI2|AH0| Squatina japonica Bleeker
Sguatina japonica Bleeker, 1858, p. 40 (Nagasaki, Japan);
Jordan and Metz, 1913, p. 5(Busan).
R AR A s oA, 1997 104 8
o, 45cm TL.

40) H=~2| Squatina nebulosa Regan
Sguatina nebulosa Regan, 1906, p. 439 (Japan); Mori,
1952, p. 23 (Busan).
TRER: 9

EAo] & Order Pristiophoriformes

EAte]3} Family Pristiophoridae

41) E4H0 Pristiophorus japonicus Ginther
Pristiophorus japonicus Ginther, 1870, p. 433 (Japan);
Mori, 1928, p. 3(Mokpo).
FATE A|F= AMFEA], 1998 109 59, A3 60
cm (0 A).
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