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Variables Affecting Peer Competence of Young Children :
Focus on Maternal Employment Status+

8 (Hyuk Jun Moon)”

ABSTRACT

Instruments used in this study were the Peer Competence Scale(Park & Rhee, 2001), Infant
Temperament Questionnaire(Chun, 1993), Emotional Intelligence Quotient Scale(Kim & Kim, 1998),
Maternal Parenting Scale(Park & Lee, 1990) Parental Involvement Checklist(Cohen, 1989), and
Student-Teacher Relationship Scale(Pianta, 1991). Subjects were 400 preschoolers and their mothers in
Seoul. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, Pearson’s correlation, and multiple regression
analysis. Results indicated that (a) children of employed mothers had higher peer competence than
children of unemployed mothers. (b) Closeness in teacher-child relationship was the strongest predictor
for peer competence of children of employed mothers; maternal strategies promoting peer relationships

was the strongest predictor for peer competence of children of unemployed mothers.
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