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Exploring Medical Doctors’ Medical Information Seeking Behaviors

AL (Na-Won Kim)*
BtX| Z(Ji-Hong Park)**

AT 719 WY JAsHs Juol g8 FAF Wahe %
THE QP 01§ FUFTE] SHHE ofshiz PRI
Aol 3830 wel o187 AUFTE A7I AUl A
il £y 9D dlov) SIS BuDP, 53 ARYY R AT R2E Tl BYo2 @

A7 7] gick ool we} & A 1as) AB;L T8 A B hepERs] A SAEe) JnFTege

u8le) o8 % AuAY 2ol B3 AT

spadel] SlAl A0 FHS 31y 91O B E wslal=

TEY Bt Aleh B o)4l AEo ol
.]

B 9SS A THOR 3 AT, £ 90E QAR W 1228 DR YR Bpd 349 4

WAS S50l ST WY WES TA A7 B4, AR $EE PR F7 46, Eshe JRA} AR

#9, AT DB 1A FAR FHRAT S8 A3 A7 BH] GRFT o;owb PubMed

B4 Ak T A7} O g0t} A Fa0el 9IS Qe HIAE B AEshe ASE Uieki,

ol AHAe] Y A% TAS vk FLANE S Bl T AN RS S ok
ABSTRACT

Rapid change in information use environments that corresponds with the development of new
technologies requires a new perspective in examining information source uses and information services.
As understanding information seeking behaviors is an essential element for improving information
services, the changing information seeking behaviors should be examined in a timely manner. While
several prior studies focus on this topic, few studies deal with medical doctors information seeking
behaviors especially focusing on information seeking in both medical practices and research. Thus,
this study aims to explore the information seeking behaviors of medical doctors who are both medical
practitioners and researchers. Data were obtained by open-ended and semi-structured in-depth
interviews during one month from April to May, 2009. The interview-question topics ranged from
research contexts, medical-practice-related information seeking behaviors, favorable information
sources, and information search process and satisfaction. Findings include that, for research purpose,
digital journal articles accessed through the PubMed were more favorable sources while, for practice
purpose, printed textbooks were preferred. Overall, the most-frequently-used sources were PubMed
and articles because medical doctors regard the reliability and authority very highly.
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medical doctor, information seeking behavior, information use, information service,
information source
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