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A Study on the Rationality for Choosing Proper Routes & Stations of
the KTX Gyeongbu Line (Daegu, Gyeongju, Ulsan and Busan)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to propose an effective approach of making route decisions for the large-scale national project
(i.e. the KTX Gyeongbu line between Daegu and Busan) by analyzing the conflicts that had occurred in the process of select-
ing the routes and stations. This study investigated policy making processes and conflicts during the construction of the KTX
Gyeongbu line. The five contentious issues were 1) selecting the route between Daegu~Busan line, 2) developing a new route
through Gyeongju areas, 3) making decisions of the first and second phases of construction, 4) setting up an extra station in
Ulsan, and 5) conflicts of the Mt. Cheonseong route in Yangsan. In terms of analyzing these issues, the current study focuses
on dealing with notions of technical, economical, legal, social, and practical rationality. Based on such analyses and impli-
cations, this study proposes a relatively reasonable model of line decision making especially for long-distance intercity routes.
It also turns out that the large-scale project like the development of KTX Gyeongbu line should be conducted after receiving
enough quantitative evaluation by reviewing relevant technical research studies and economic analyses, and having social
agreements to prevent plausible conflicts.

Keywords : KTX, route, station, policy, conflict, rationality
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