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A Total Survey Error Analysis of the Exit Polling for General Election 2008 in Korea
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In this study, we newly define the Total Survey Error(TSE) in exit poll and
investigate the TSEs of the exit poll survey for the 18th general election of 2008 to
analyse the cause of the exit poll prediction error. To explore the main cause and effect
of the total survey error, the total survey error was divided by the sampling error which
comes from sampling process of poll stations and the non—sampling error which comes
from selecting voter and collecting responses from sampled voters in each electoral
district. We consider the relationship between non—response rates and total survey error
as well as non—sampling error. Also, we study the representativeness of the exit poll
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sample by comparing the sex/age distribution of the exit poll data and the National
Election Commission poll data.

Key words : exit poll, non—-response rate, total survey error, non—sampling error,
sampling error
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