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Reusing Vacant Public Buildings for Social Integration

- Focusing on the Conversion of Dong-Offices and Primary Schools into
‘Housing-Mixed Public Facilities’ -
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Abstract

Due to the growing interest in eco-friendly and sustainable design in the architectural and urban planning field, we are
witnessing numerous projects in which old buildings are being reused. However, with the exception of domestic
apartments, there hasn’t been a systematic approach or policy regarding the reuse of specific building types. On the
other hand, we were able to point out two public building types, dong-offices and primary schools, that are expected to
be underused, with future needs for conversion. Because the two building types are public buildings, we believe that
their conversion must address the needs of the society. In this study, we have chosen ‘social integration’ as the ultimate
goal of reusing public buildings. Upon the conceptual model of ‘Housing-Mixed Public Facility’, which was produced in
a previous study, we have added other core programs that could be adopted into the model. Then, we applied the
improved model onto the two building types by producing conversion plans and introducing key planning techniques.
During this process, we have found some regulations that would not allow the realization of some models. Therefore,

we have suggested amendments to the related regulations.
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