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Abstract

This study investigates the present conditions of hospital clothes management. A survey was conducted
with 72 respondents from 28 different hospitals in April and May 2009. Data were analyzed with
descriptive statistics and correlations using PASW 17.0. The results were as follows: (1) Administrators,
nurses, and outside specialists took part in the clothes management process. The administrators participated
in the process of purchase determination. Nurses involved in the design, size selection, and outside
specialists were responsible for routine management. (2) Most clothes were planned through the discussions
between hospitals and manufacturers. Price was the most important element to determine the purchase of
clothes. Size systems were various depending on the conditions of the hospital according to the number of
beds. (3) Laundry duties were performed by the hospitals themselves or in specialized laundry plants. In
addition, the hygienic condition of clothes management were satisfactory. (4) Patient gowns were evaluated
positively, yet some complaints from patients were reported. (5) Various medical supplies were used and
were uncomfortable related to textile and fitting problems. Future research themes are suggested based on
these results.
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