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Finless porpoise, Neophocaena phocaenoides,
Distribution in the South Sea of Korea
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To confirm the distributon of finless porpoise, Neophocaena phocaenoides, in the South Sea of Korea,
data on bycatch, stranding, and drifting of finless porpoises from 1999 to 2009 were used and a sighting
survey was conducted from the R/V Tamgu No. 9 and 10 in June and November, 2009 and March, 2010.
The total number of bycaught, stranded, and drifting finless porpoises was 607, with position being known
for 186 of these. At the center of Yeosu, there were few position data on bycaught, stranded, and drifting
finless porpoises, and data could not confirm the distribution of finless porpoises. Thus, there were limits
on the usefulness of bycaught, stranded, and drifting data for confirming the distribution of finless porpoises.
In the three sighting surveys, the sighting rate was highest at 0.231 ind./n.m. in the western South Sea
in June, 2009. Sighting rate was less than 0.1 ind./n.m. in November, 2009 and March, 2010. This is
likely to be due to seasonal migration in western South Sea. All sighting rates in the eastern South Sea
were over 0.13 ind./n.m.. According to the results of the sighting survey, finless porpoises are distributed
around the islands and inner bay along the path of the research vessel in the South Sea. There were numerous
finless porpoises in the offshore areas of Mokpo, Yeosu, Tongyeong, Dadaepo, and Gaduk-do. This study
will be utilized as part of a future abundance assessment of finless porpoise in the South Sea of Korea.
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Fig. 1. Sighting survey area of finless porpoise in South sea
of Korea.

R 24 27 F2 3% 0] AlgeAba el ek 9
oM ZAE ANGA e, 29l A9t FHor Falsl
F4e FAEE BAste 999 A4, 339 F9=
Gt 7 AN} T Foo] AAES A G
Foe Agstel 2AE AN AL F FolE B
31 F8 GPSE Ea) ole] WA 9122 et g
T Az gsolel %, o]l F4E opie] V15t

o] BAMo|| o] &3}t
I EA2ALE FEke] £ ARE2RE EA =,
LA ARE o] &ste] WS (AT F/EA =S
A, A A ARE o 4dke] 4ol XS o

Ny
o

=38 9 Hx(EF) MAF 9A
1999Lﬂ HE 2000d7bA] AEE AFole] £8 W Hx (%
) MNATE Table 19] YERH AT 1999 109} 7F R s

3 2003W 7] 100}
= 2=

ojstE ®ix|glon, B x (EF)
L, &8 By A ekl gloith 20049

Table 1. Number of bycatch, stranding, and drifting of finless
porpoise by year

Year Number

Bycatch  Stranding(drifting) Total
1999 1 1
2000 2 2
2001 6 6
2002 1 1
2003 2 2
2004 4 15 19
2005 10 17 27
2006 9 15 24
2007 28 14 42
2008 298 25 323
2009 120 40 160
Total 469 138 607
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Fig. 2. The site of bycatch and stranding(drifting) of finless
porpoise from 1999 to 2009 in South sea of Korea.
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Table 2. Summary of survey effort and results of sightings
for finless porpoise in the South sea of Korea

Survey Sighted Sighting
Area Month/Year effort Number Rate
(n.m.) (individual)  (ind./n.m.)
June/2009 373.0 51 0.137
Eastern Nov./2009 251.7 35 0.139
Mar./2010 383.3 82 0.214
June/2009 463.7 107 0.231
Western  Nov./2009 229.9 12 0.052
Mar./2010 193.2 17 0.088
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Fig. 3. The appearance site of finless porpoise in South sea
of Korea in June and November, 2009 and March, 2010.
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