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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to examine the health care expenditure of elderly single and elderly couple households whose head
is more than 60 years old. The data analyzed for the study were Korean Retirement and Income Study(KRelS) conducted in 2007
by National Pension Corporation. The major finding of this study were as follows:

First, the amount of health care expenditure of elderly single households was lower than that of elderly couple households. However,
ratio of health care expenditure to total consumption expenditure of elderly single households was larger than that of elderly couple
households. Second, the ratio of health care expenditure in consumption expenditure in this study was larger than the ratios in past
analyse showed in the previous studies. Third, common factor affecting on health care expenditure of elderly single and elderly couple
households was the existence of the family member with chronic disease or handicap. The health care expenditure of elderly singer
households was influenced by income, gender and the ownership of national health insurance. The influence of income for elderly
singer households seemed to be greater than for elderly couple households. The variables which affected health care expenditure
of elderly couple households were age and housing tenure status. The amount and ratio health care expenditure were increased as
the age increases. These results show that the health care expenditures for each groups varied according to socio-demographic variables
and health-related behavior variables. It is suggested that there should be a discriminative health care policy for each elderly single
and elderly couple households. In addition, the health care policy for the elderly households of which member has a chronic disease
is ceftainly necessary. Especially a health care plan for the elderly single households with lower income is in need. For the elderly
couple households, the priority group of health care policy would be the high age group.
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