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The Research about the Classification System Improvement and Cord Development of
Korean Classification of Disease on Oriental Internal Medicine

Won-chul Lee
Pusan National University School of Korean Medicine

ABSTRACT

Objeonves It is necessary that the international classification of diseases (ICD) be examined in order to comprise the
third revision of the Korean Classification of Disease on Oriental Medicine (KCD-OM) and disease classification in the oriental
internal medicine field. It is essential that the selection, classification and definition of disease and pattern names of oriental concepts
in internal medicine be clear.

Since 2008, the fifth revision of the Korean Classification of Disease (KCD-5) has been used in Korea. It was required to use
the reference classification from the Oriental medicine area based on the ICD-10.

Methods : In this review, the necessity for, meaning of and content of the third revision are briefly described. The ICD system
was reviewed and KCD-OM was reconstructed. How diagnosis in the oriental internal medicine area had changed is discussed.

Review and Results : In 1973, the disease classification of oriental medicine was established the basis on the contents of
Dongeuibogam. It was irrespective of the ICD. As to the classification system in the Oriental internal medicine field, systemic
disease was comprised of wind, cold, warm, wet, dryness, heat, spirit, 47, blood, phlegm and retained fluid, consumptive disease,
etc. Diseases of internal medicine compnsed a system accordmg to the five viscera and the six internal organs and followed the
classification system of Dongeuibogam.

The first and second revisions were of the classification system based on the curriculum in 1979 and 1995. In 1979, in the first
revision, geriatric disease and idiopathic types of disease were deleted, and skin disease was included among surgery diseases.
This cla551ﬁcat1on was expanded to 792 small classification items and 1535 detailed classification items to the dozen disease classes.
In 1995, in the second revision, it was adjusted to 644 small classes and 1784 detailed classification items in the dozen disease classes.

KCD-OM3 did KCD from this basis. It added and comprised the oriental medical doctor's concept names of diseases considering
the special conditions in Korea. KCD-OM3 examined the KCD-OM second revised edition (1994). It improved the duplex classification,
improper classifications, etc.

It 1s difficult for us to separate the disease names and pattern names in oriental medicine. We added to the U code and made
one classification system.

By considering the special conditions in Korea, 169 codes (83 disease name codes, 8 pattern name codes) became the pre-existence
classification and links among 306 U codes of KCD-OMS3. 137 codes were newly added in the third revision. U code added 3 domains.
These are composed of the disease name (U20-U33, 97 codes), the disease pattern name (U50-U79, 191 codes) and the constitution
pattern name of each disease (U95-U98, 18 codes).

Conclusion : The introduction of KCD-OMS3 conforms to the diagnostic system by which oriental medical doctors examine
classes used with the basic structure of the reference classification of WHO and raises the clinical study and academic activity
of the Korean oriental medicine and makes the production of all kinds of nation statistical indices possible.

The introduction of KCD OMS3 promotes the diagnostic system by which doctors of Oriental medicine examine classes using
the association with KCD-5. It will raise the smoothness and efficiency of oriental medical treatment payments in the health
insurance, automobile insurance, industrial accident compensation insurance, ec.

In add1t10n internationally, the eleventh revision work of the ICD has been initiated. It needs to consider incorporating into
the International Classification of Diseases some of every country’s traditional medicine.

Key words - disease classification, oriental medicine, ICD, KCD, KCD-OM
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