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Abstract

Until now, we recognize that water supply is a public sector rather than business sector in Korea. In spite of the general recognition,

water supply sector has an important role within the national economy as an industry. This study try to analyze the current status

of water supply sector as a industry with input—output analysis. As we expected, water supply sector is still minor as an industry

sector. However, this is not because water supply sector is not important as a industry, but because the price of water too low

or free. With regard to the water price impacts, our results show that the 10% increasing water price has only increased 0.01%

of the general price level, which is neglectable. To have a competitiveness as a industry, water sector should be reevaluated based

on its socioeconomic value. Government policy for water supply sector should achieve two purposes; the one is for as a public

service, the other is for the setting new paradigm as an industry.
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