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Research into the Connections between the Sarangche of the
Chosun Dynasty and Modern Residential Work Spaces
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Abstract

Residential space has come to maintain a degree of specialization dependent upon the division of space according to
function, while roles and functions have either expanded or ceased to exist corresponding to shifts in social values.
However, various human behaviors connected to lifestyle habits and values are in fact becoming obsolete. This research
will examine the mental, social, and functional aspects of the relationship between residential work spaces in modern
homes and the sarangche as well as the communal space of daily and social life of the Chosun Dynasty to enhance the
value and function of traditional residential space. As the boundary between family and work blurs with the home office
environment of today, we are experiencing a deterioration of health and seeing problems in securing family domain as
well as the prolonging of overwork. While the function of the traditional sarangchae encompassed a wider variety of
activities than today’s homes, the sarangchae achieved an efficient use of space divisions between rooms according to the
particular purpose and situation. Accordingly, a reinterpretation of modern residential work space is needed through its
connection to the sarangchae with consideration to the philosophy and values of the life of the noble class and the
habits of our traditional lifestyle that have previously taken place within the sarangchae in an exterior space.
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Table 1. Transition of Residential Values from Early to Mid-
Chosun Dynasty
Period Family values Residential values

-Daughters lived in their -Daughters had right to inherit their
parents’ house with parents’ estate and brought their
husband after getting own servants and assets when

Early  married (Wife’s parents, getting married. The ownership of
Chosun grandchildren and wife’s the properties of wife and husband
period  brothers). was guaranteed separately.

-Memorial services for -Women and men had the same

16th  ancestors were held by  rights and a srangbang space is
Century male and female connected to anchae. The spaces
descendants in rotation. for men and women were separated
Women had the same not for sake of discrimination but
authority as men. for efficiency.

-The eldest son was responsible for
ancestral rites and more rights than
younger brothers as well as sisters
when distributing an estate.

(Husband’s parents, son, -Living spaces for men and women

daughter-in-law, son’s ~ were separated.

children and brothers of -The scale of sarangchae, which

17th  the head of household). was a space for men, was expanded,

Century -The authority of men located at the front area of house

was expanded. and began to include a family
shrine.

-Daughters lived with
Since the their husband’s family
mid  after being married
Chosun
period
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Table 2. Division of Space by Class and Gender

Degree of
Space Class Gender exposure to the
outside
Hangrangchae Servant Men - Women High
Sarangchae Master-Men Men Medium
Anchae Master-Women Women Low
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Table 3. Main Features of Chosun Dynasty Housing

Function  Activities Space Note
Housework gn l\/:ladang,HK itchen, Ahn Both anchae
accheong, Hangrangehac  and sarangchae
Daily Sleeping  Anbang, Sarangbang were used in
activities  Eating  Anbang, Sarangbang general
Education (Private
and hobby Anbang, Sarangbang function)

Birth Anbang, Maternity Room

Marriage ~ Anmadang, Sarangmadang
Most activities

Ceremonies Funeral rites Sarang Daecheong, Shrine .
were carried

Ancestral ~ Sarang Daecheong, out in
rites Jecheong, Shrine Sarangachae
Relatives  Anchae, Sarangchae (Formal
Reception Sarangbang, Sarang function)
of guests Guests Daecheong, Nugak, Heon,

Dang, Jeong, Jeongsa
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Table 4. The Division Process of Anchae and Sarangchae

Period

16th Century 17th Century Since 17th Century

]

Division
process

The roofs were
separated type
(Chunghyodang)

Annexed building type
(Yoonjung’s house)

All-in-one type
(Gwangajeong)
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6) 1773 (2008). LA, WISESFH S, 264-267
7) Kim, J. & Joo, N. (1996). A study on the process of partition
sarang-chae from an-chae in korean traditional houses. Journal of
The Architectural Institute of Korea, 12(2), see pp. 83-84
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Figure 1. Sarangchae Spatial Division
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Table 5. Sarangchae Spatial Composition and Representative
Features

Function Space Description

-A place in which the head of household dwells. It
was a private place in regular days but also could
provide a spacious area where father met his sons
and guests more efficiently when the doors between
the rooms were opened. The entire functions of
sarangchae were performed here.

-While a mat was laid on the floor in summer, a
decorated fancy mattress, an elbow rest and an
anseok (backrest) were placed in other seasons. For
the decoration purpose, a folding screen was set up
or paintings or writings were placed on the wall.

Sarang
bang

-A place in which the owner met friends or guests to
have a talk, hold a banquet or have go.

-A spare place that had extended sarangbang
functions.

-This space was mostly used in summer. It was a
place whether the owner appreciated the beauty of
nature and had a symbolic meaning to show his
authority and social position. Ceremonies with a
purpose to connect family members together were

Sarang
dae
cheong

performed.
-It was a separated room for the eldest son and called
Dail Second . .
y the second sarangbang depending on its use or
activities Sarang ; ; ;
bang geonneonbang or jungbang depending on its

location.

-The scale was varied from a library of a noble
family to the one composed of 7 rooms. It consisted
of places for keeping books and reading.

-It was located away from the main sarangbang not to
interrupt reading if guests were in sarangchae.

Chaek
bang

-A bedroom for the owner, which was located behind
sarangbang in most cases. It was a private place that
was difficult to see from outside but easy to go to
Anchae.

-A chest of drawers was placed at a corner
underneath a closet to keep important items. A
mattress, jangchim and an elbow rest were placed.

Chim
bang

Butler’s -A room where servants who took care of guests of
room owner and were responsible for doing chores lived.

-Unlike the one in anchae, it was not related to
preparing food. In many cases, it was comprised of
only an agungi (furnace) or made as a simple form.
Sometimes, it was closely related to the location of
the stable because fodder for cows was prepared
here.

Jeongji

-It was a cheong in which ancestral rites were
performed. In general, sarangmaru was used for this
purpose as well except some mighty noble families
that built a separate jecheong to perform large-scale
ancestral rites such as bulcheonwi.

Je
Ceremonies cheong

Gamsil -A place where the family’s ancestral tablet was kept.

-The use of this space was exclusive to the head of
household. It was not only a space to display the
owner’s dignity within the house but also a building
to show his authority in the town.

Reception
of guests
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Bad room

Housing focused on performing
ceremonies and receiving guests.
Men handled both social and
daily activities in Sarangbang

As sarangchae disappeared
gradually, the functions and roles
of sarangbang were replaced by a
reception room which was built in
Western style housing.

Advent of a new life culture
that both reception of guests
and life of family members
occurred in anbang.

As more apartment housing
was available, anbang became
a private space while reception
of guests and work were
carried out in the living room

or study.

Figure 3. The Transition of Residence into Work Space

12) A34(2003). 22l 2, 18-146
13) A - GASE - FF5(2009). S FA <)

a2

A7 8=

HARE S, 111

A changeable structure that
allows the space to be used
in various ways. The living
room is formed to perform a
home office function.
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Table 6. Social Aspects of Sarangchae and Modern Housing

Work Spaces
. . k i
Classification Sarangchae Wor spaces- n
modern housing
User Men Mostly women

Housing Sarangchae of Hanok Apartment
type (Korean style house)  (Small room/Living room)
An independent space for
Social men based on Neo- Lt dir;fl iii;ﬂ??ﬁ?
background Confucianism patriarchal technolo
system 4
. A sy.mbohc space n A new type of work space
Social housing where formal which is used to prepare
functions social activities were entering info sor:: iep
carried out g -
ol= ARFANZE Bl AN FZrelTh Fdl A
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Table 7. Conscious Aspects of Sarangchae and Modem
Residential Work Spaces

Sarangchae Modern residential work space

A space where the Increased desire to raise the
users realize the laws environmental quality beyond only
Psychological of nature reflected in work-oriented space
background the Neo- (Attempt to nature's features inside
Confucianism the space: rediscovery of ancestors
scholar's philosophy life style)

At AARAAE 875HA

3 Q)P AQ EHo =T FH ‘;ﬂ% %ﬂfﬁ} wﬂ
A SEle HHER FREFS A AEHoR 74
A7Fe atshe Al sl As Fa itk 2 o
EAQ o= 1993 A HQl FaN ] FEF <Figure
4>& ATFAL AHAE T ] AdS iR E
oENT

Anbang

Marimadang Living room

Heukmadang

Sarangbang

Figure 4. Sujoldang First Floor Plan
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Table 8. Lifestyle Comparison between Traditional and Modern Housing

Traditional Housing

Daily Activities

Modern Housing

Description Space Space Description
Meals were presented on small portable dining Anbang
tables individually based on gender and positions in Fatin Dinine room Entire family members have a meal together
family. The dining tables for guests in higher Sarangbang J & on a table.
position were set in ‘sangseok (upper seat)’.
There was difference between genders. The potable Anbang In general, parents and children have separate
small-scale furniture used during the day was Sleeping Bedroom  and private rooms that were mainly used for
replaced with furniture for sleeping. Sarangbang sleeping.
Storage, preparing food materials and cooking Kitchen
Expansion of work areas and used for drying food Madan Kitchen Preparing food materials and cooking
materials ¢
Houseworks i i i
A key place for women to perform houseworks Anbang Living room Clearing up laundry, cleaning and doing other
house chores
Used as a supportive space for cooking and Dacheong Veranda Prﬁ:paring food, storing food materials and
houseworks doing laundry
o : i ] Lt v
Political meetings, supervising house works and M, 1ving room or
. . Works exclusive work :Home office space
studying for the government examination Numaru 1 - |
1
i i Anban, Children’s room |
Boys and girls were.taught separately in sarangbang 4 Education Children’s study
and anbang, respectively. Sarangbang Study !
o Anbang Living room ISpace for various hobbies including watching
Space for meditation, tea ceremony and other i . . . .
ersonal hobbies such as poems, painting or Hobby STy ilms, doing exercise, reading and painting,
p ? Sarangbang Work space which can be conducted in a place dedicated

writings

than housing

ffor such activities.
[

Different seats were given depending the positions

1
T
]
1
1
1
1
T
Sarangbang !
1
]
1
1
i
1
v

in family and society. Living room Guests for the entire family
Reception of Study/  |Space to meet work related guest t
Space where a feast for guests was held Daecheong eception o . ppace to meet work re7atec: SUSSIS of gUests
guests Work space  Iwho came to meet the head of house

. A place outside :An outside space is used depending on the
Separated and private space Numaru the house  itype of guests and situation.
The space underneath the ceiling of andaecheong Anmadang
was used for keeping portable dining tables and /Daecheong .
. . . ———  Ceremonies
items used for ceremonies and ancestral rites. Sarangmadang/
Anmadang was also used for marriage. Daecheong ﬁqfia]:z&z};: Being selective depending on religion
Ancestral rites were performed in a separate place Shrine
Ancestral rites were performed in housing with Sarang Ancestral rites
multiple functions daecheong

15) *=A<(1993.9.24). AThAZAM. 2w,
16) A - EAH - FAIS} - TF5(2008). S

=T =
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Table 9. Features of Sarangchae and Modemn Residential Work
Spaces

Sarnagchae Worlf space within
residential area

Sharing other space/

Type Independent independent type in
residential area

Eating/sleeping/

Activities Woﬁéggl/erélrclzntgig(:}(/)mg Eating/sleeping

performed t P /working/doing hobby

family meeting/
marriage/ancestral/rites

Entire space of housing is used

Based on sarangchae (Kitchen, dinining area,

Sp: ace.used (Sarangchae: sarangbang/ bedroom, study, living room,
depending on . !
activitics daecheong/numaru, children's room and spaces
shrine) other than housing, which are

dedicated to certain purposes)

nlefelel ek AEaTaEe] FISE B
o] &% /s REs 9d g Fa ¥
o] ohd AFFA Atk e SYY AE 2T

2 a7 vk

Family space

Social space

)

Bedroom
Dining area

Kitchen 1
: w O [ D
---------- space

2=

1T
T
IENNEEERREE]

Figure 5. Korean Style Apartment Plan for Home Offices (Kim
Joungheon,1998)
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