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Terrain Classification for Road Design
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ABSTRACT

Road design needs to ensure the economic justification and the preservation of nature by adapting road alignment to the natural terrain.
Though current road design guideline only defines a flat and a mountainous terrain, classification including rolling terrain should be needed
while considering the fact that about 25.8% of our land can be classified as rolling and the road design guideline of developed countries such as
United States and Australia has a terrain classification including rolling in order to take a deep consideration on the natural environment. The
study attempts to draw a criterion to classify the assumed three individual terrains in a quantitative way by using a index like the undulation of
the original ground profile. The study carried out a case study based on a conceptual frame developed in the study as an approach to
differentiate each terrain. As a result, the study suggests a criterion in that a flat terrain has less than 40 meters in the difference between the
highest and the lowest point of original ground from 40 to 60 meters for rolling terrain, and greater than 60 meters for mountainous
respectively.
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