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The Conflicts in Nurses Caring DNR (do-not-resuscitate) Patients

Kim, Hyeon-Ah' - Kim, Kwuy-Bun?

'Doctoral Candidate, *Professor, College of Nursing Science, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of the study was to explore the meaning of conflicts in nurses caring DNR (do-not-resuscitate) patients. Methods:
The participants were 7 nurses caring DNR patients. Data were gathered using in-depth interviews. The interviews were recorded and tran-
scribed verbatim. Colaizzi method was used to analyze the data. Results: The significant results can be categorized into 7 concept descrip-
tions and 5 theme clusters by analyzing the interviews. The major theme clusters for the experiences of nurses were ‘Pity about exceptional

nursing actions, ‘Pity about the unilateral decision making, ‘Pity about halfhearted family love;

‘Pity about unprepared circumstance for

deathbed; and ‘Pity about the absent guideline for DNR. Conclusion: The finding of this study will help nurses resolve conflicts in caring
DNR patients and provide a scientific basis for developing nursing intervention strategies for DNR patients.
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Table 1. Theme Clusters
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Theme cluster Concept description

Meaning description

Pity about exceptional nursing actions Pity about nursing actions

Inability about nursing actions

Patient who excluded from decision
making

Pity about the unilateral decision making

Incautious medical care

Pity about insincere family
Regretful sense about poor
circumstance for deathbed

Pity about halfhearted family love

Pity about unprepared circumstance for
deathbed

Pity about the absent guideline for DNR

Regretful sense about unilateral DNR

Feeling sorry about abandoning nursing care

Regretful sense about insincere nursing actions

Nursing actions without enthusiasm

Psychological burden for death

Guilty for powerlessness

Regretful sense that did not do the best possible nursing
Fact that patient's opinion is not reflected

Decision making without guideline

Hasty judgements of the family members

Decision making by the family members

Regretful sense about discontinuing the medical treatment unilaterally
Pity about the unreasonable medical treatment

Regretful sense about indifference of the family members
Desire about peaceful deathbed

Regretful sense about a lack of knowledge for deathbed
Absent guideline for DNR

application Looking on crucial decision making
Concern about distorted use of DNR
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