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A Study on the Women Political Leaders' Fashion Style for Role Enactment
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Abstract

Since Sirimavo Bandarinaike became the first female prime minister in 1960, women all over the world has been
trying to break the highest glass ceiling. In a place where men had been dominating throughout history, women
political leaders had to find a way to look the part by wearing power suits. Feminity was out of the question until
the digital era of 21st century started. The world has evolved into a place where feminity could be strength instead
of weakness. Now women political leaders are showing body curves, cleavage, using vivid and pastel colors, soft
fabrics, elaborate details, accessories, long and curly hair. The padded shoulders of dark coloured power suits were
replaced by soft colorful flowing feminine suits. Yulia Tymoshenko of Ukraine is the best example of 21st century
woman political leader using feminity in her fashion style while enacting her role. When she first started politics
in 1990's, she wore dark colored power suits like all other women political leaders did with short dark hair. As
time passed her suits became more feminine with light colors and elaborate details. She has changed her hair into
a neat braid, based on a traditional Ukrainian hair style. She used orange color for the Orange Revolution and white
for pure image. Yulia Tymoshenko's fashion style as a way of role enactment showed professionalism, feminity,
integrity, and ethnicity.

Key words: women political leaders(o]4 & ] 2]t]), professionalism(FZ74), feminity(e1-54), integrity(F &
%), ethnicity( ¥ Z4).
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