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Differentiation of Chest of Drawers in Traditional Furniture

- Focusing on Korea, Japan, and the West —

Sun-Ok Moon

Environmental Forest Products, Institute of Agriculture and life science, GNU, Jinju 660-701, Korea

Abstract: The intention is to explore the differentiation or evolution of the chest of drawers in
traditional Korean, Western, and Japanese furniture in order to know how the drawers cur-
rently becoming popular in Korea were developed historically. The Korean furniture centered
in Jang, Nong, and Bandazi used in the tradition generally, the Western furniture involved in
drawers, and the Japanese furniture called Tanmsu in Japanese called the chest of drawers were
focused on the study because the Western and Japanese drawers affected the development of
the chest of drawers in Korean furniture during the late 19th century and the Japanese Ruling
Era, respectively. As a result, the Korean furniture was not shown the chest of drawers but on-
ly small drawers that store small items located in the upper part of Jang, Nong, and Bandazi
mostly used as wardrobe, while the traditional Japanese furniture developed from Edo period
(1607-1868) had showed a wide variety of chest of drawers like Isho-dansu, Mizuya-dansu,
Kusuri-dansu, Cho-dansu, Funa-dansu, Kaidan-dansu, Nagamochi-dansu, Kuruma-dansu, and so on,
for specialized storage. And in the traditional Western furniture were presented the chest like a
large-box form, mule chest, chest of drawers, cabinet, commode, highboy, tallboy, wardrobe,
secretary drawer and bureau with document drawer invented and evolved throughout the
15th-18th century. Therefore, the chest of drawers in contemporary Korean furniture is sup-
posed to adopt the Japanese and Western drawer form and to ensure the continual production
from the obvious utility of the design with decoration for our current everyday lives.

Keywords: drawer, tansu, traditional furniture, Korea, Japan, Western World
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Table 1. Traditional Korean Furniture (Jang)

Term Jang Styles Term Jang Styles
3% 2% 3% 2%
Jang Jang
(Three-storied (Three-storied
wardrobe) wardrobe)

ok .
Bandazijang .
(Two-storied
(Half-opened bookcase)
wardrobe)
s s
Morijang Morijang
(Head chest) (Head chest)

2 4% B

(Chest) (Four-storied Chest)

35 W% . 15 w8

(Three-storied (Four-storied

cupboard) cupboard)
L ogER AgE Sdgoltkp. 186). Fo £F  sSteon MER Au7, Ba 5o FyBom
L 2ol Ui YR A4W TRE © WYY BUS APAIE Gtk 5O W %o 4§ A
w0l 71 92 A5 22 | 7e8Ed  #@Eol s Eo] lti(Table 2 =)
2714 HeE e nsut e, 2004),
AP ot )9 5 Yol B WY 25 23 HIEHO(STO), W, FoY, o4
02, A5HES A5HolsE L 5FAE  Table 2014 Mo AL WOE o] He)
507 Wolxth Table 20 W 23%, 715F0]  uke ¢ of2 ojgom vidolel Raty) o
3% o 3ol wol, WYl VUl Poldt YIS S, el 2 A ch
H el w2 H&’ﬂ Aol = A% ¢l &F B AFSEY odS Hst] difE Wi
< Aol Jen, 715 @ e FolA EO]E AAE SRl AR F2E B 279 AHol WAH
A o) MBUE AR BEol sAE 3 olen] A/I% weole] 4% ul oS vicke]
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Table 2. Traditional Korean Furniture (Nong, Bandazi, Jawgyeong, Bitzeop, Yakjang)

e
do

Term Furniture Styles Term Furniture Styles
BH25F B25E
Nong Nong
(Two-storied board (Two-storied board
wardrobe) wardrobe)

|
1l

7S BEE 7158ol5E ¢ =
Nong Nong -
(Three-storied-supported (Two-storied-supported i f 1
wardrobe) wardrobe) 1-a=t
771 o] Aepeyido]
Bandazi Bandazi

(Half-opened chest)
900 x 367 x 1,038 mm

(Half-opened chest)
870 x 380 x 720 mm

p. 311 p. 387
=
Aepribdo] 47
Bandazi e
(Half-opened chest) Ad gyeong
1.098 x 427 x 878 mm (A dressing mirror)
’ 20 % 27 x 13
p. 395
P& 7:”
Bitzeop Yakjang

(A comb box)

(A medicine cabinet)
129.5 x 35.5 x 121.5

AE Axstel S5 W ookl pde gudt
AS 98 4 otk 43 AYER THY WHe
3 vieE g u ASTHE H, HEE
5 Hshy] Slak 29 A4 Zhola, 2414
o F710 Aol mFHRA PO HAw
o wWebd 258 FAE AR FAcEe] S
Age HlaES| AN S SO Wi
AR 29 AREE TATTHE, 2003). =
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Table 3. Korean Furniture with drawers since the late 19th century

Term Furniture Styles

Term Furniture Styles

Updlo] 2] zo]

19471, Q1%

19417] MF 94

e A

K3

1960

S R we JhrEel UekgTi(d, 2002) (4,
1990). Age] thEstels] ol QAT 2
71 AL Agol G Aol 9| st
digolZ TASHE Welel AFEE gtk AR
woteh 1Rl WAAY] shiE $9E 4ES 7
B2 R 192240 A2 HAEANEA)
o e RADE el Yool 9
welse] 258 Hylod, ¥ 7S &
o 0 199 3 WERel 14, Qedl 27, 3
o] 14, 723 Aol SHOE Age
747k QY ThEolSiEk(Al, 1990).

0
-

Bol e 7F7h ARAA S
;}vw 184)7] o =(LF) 2715
A7 BEHoR AgEHS

Qsll, 2005, p. 2). T2(EF)= Ui

(1603~1867)0 W T3} AFge] e, =
1) W] wlel A skl 71
Wi 249 JRe F30 APTRE Hol
o RSl 59 Aol tlel ARSHTCES
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3.1, CHA(EERE)

ohFEt AES 7H 429 ti#F VR
T (tansu)= YEEA QL Aol A M SollARE K
ol= & 7§u]Y(cabinet)s A ATl &olE &
o]7| = 3t Boyce, 1988, p. 291). AEZ 2l Y=
7RO MY W BES Ak Bk Al
AZo] WA o =A|7](1603~1867)2] %7]7} =
ojxof HE3HE thekeh TAaEo] JHLE oW
AA = TA7E HgE o] Es] 2ojx= A2 Al
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Table 4. Traditional Japanese Tansu Furniture

M

e
do

Term Tansu Styles Term Tansu Styles
s ARk 2)
RBRB(AHT) Q) : L5l
Qe « (o] ) Al 1603 10
1872~1876 A LE
27 0 AU Ty :Té%ur%

890 x 390 x 950

36 x 44.8 x 41.5 cm

R0t E)
Q) : LAl
47 e
1163 x 69.5 x 106 cm

ARG U223
o] X(WH: 1863~
1912) o]%

LE|UR, e5UE
87.3 x 442 x 892

KR (v ZoFgkA)
A : KiE(Efol& 1912
~1926)A]t]

27 ¢ BEUYR
122 x 45 x 170 cm

RSB EI(FFo ek A)

Ad) : LA =)~ Wik
(lo]x)) 7]

AR LEE 20
A

198 x 79 x 214.6 cm

T2

Adf ;o= ~mo]A]
Evd

a7 QEUR(A),
LR

94 x 18.5 x 95 c¢cm

T ERbER)
oAty : () A

a7 BUR
110 x 31 x 43 c¢cm

THH(FID)
(R Egr)
e : ol 1A}
1872~76
2 ¢ e, A
57 x 28 x 58 cm

A (FEE)

Qe Bl el A) A

2 SR, g}
2, 42

189 x 91.5 x 172 cm

ZF0R : 1688~1704)%7] e o], 1 oA
ol Hl, AR, e 5ol S ffste] uhEo]
AT NEAIE, 1977, p. 170). 1 EHE w9 ot
FRIL FEStE TS0 F2 WHEoRl 19417
T 20417] 2717F ©@A0] AA7IE dEA vt
(Boyce, 1988, p. 291).
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Table 5. Traditional Japanes Isho-Dansu Furniture

A7 vl 107

CINFEFIT. 1977, pp. 5-11)

Term Isho-dansu styles

Term Isho-dansu styles

1. O] Bk A(AHH)
wo]A] : 1868~1912
SFUR
63.5 x 36.5 x 69.5 cm

5. o) ATHA(SEH)
SEYE

184)7] Zut

95 x 42 x 103 cm

2. O] AThA(LEERT)
A=A
LU, AR
84.5 x 40 x 88.5 cm

6. O] ThA(KEEHIH)
o] Z] 241d(1891)

or 25A(1892) 33

88 x 45 x 121.5 ¢cm

3. Ok AL H)
LEy, A

115 x 38 x 101.3 cm

7. oA
LEJYR
112.5 x 44 x 111 cm

4. O TEA(LE)
o] Z|(WiA) 404, 1907
LELE
91 x 445 x 121.5 cm

A O] 5)

A+ LACE=) A

A 8 B
—v \__9 LH’F‘XH
AU, AR

97 x 38 x 114 cm

2 7P chpa et wolu], 194)7]
F7479 LAl ool el stee] Ay
gatgon 1 olF I AT WA 9
Z 02 o ETHH%, 2002, p. 31).

3.2. O|ATIA(KREH I Isho—Dansu)

ola(LE)T oL Wel FE YRE Yol
B A4 Ao iz 714 da] dutg
o2 ARE AR Efdor: ThEoAt
Table 59| o]&thie Arigh 24 ofo|(@7h
diA #He2 g) o] Aol w 2of AAe &
-2 Hpop Y MY A oA 2ot Table
59 87119 tokeh Fejo olfhthAAy UubAo

2 4709 Yo Aol gloml W ol Ae Slo
ol 3709 NRERT} E F1 W ol Azl o
£3o] 242 Ho| Tl gk o] Fe £ dv
5 7)o Ae Mgto] 0@ melth of Ay
Sl WG £3olet 7Hze] T1eal Wizt 9)
G HlS ol mAele] Sl Ho) sigitel @
5 3402 8 ot olagak BE £ A

B PAE0] gor shig e A Sl

SelsL Aotk of A9olE Age] EEHel v
o] AAAD SISt 3, 91 21 il 4
Hol 5 7} 9l W] el el Aol F )

qlom] & wo] 27boz Aol ¥ A o it
(Boyce, 1988, 150).
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4.1, &XKChest) & AE(Drawer)

ALEzRE HE AHS Soto] Aoz
WS ACE, 9L 98 FAo] Y 92 o
e AAT o|FEQ} waszEkE|o} Zhat
oA Ae vehd @&t 7R 2 RS
2| 2~ E(chest)2}al Boyce (1988)= % oJ3ttH(p. 56)
(Table 6 F=x). o] & AA= Thedl gAploR
1841710l Q17] Q= 7H-= ol lglen] A+
= of73] AgET rkp. 56). HHF AR §
HollA 15417170l =d2ez AetgEglon,
YLeEo| HAolx] & S ufz 2lopd 4=
T2 SdsloA] 7iutol2 AREE ZRe Akzlo]|
Al B9 o] Mi(drawer) &2, T ]X‘E 7}
FolH e Aol 47 el 4
(chest)oll AR&H o] HA], B},
Yol S AEE 2o kel AT
A 2~E(mule chest)Z5E Ae2 &kl whet of
o 7| pA02 B Atk AAAHY ARy
(chest of drawers)o] QA E]ItHp. 88) (Table 6

2%).

al

[¢) o]_
, 3l
2l
& ez
Q2 st= 9
THE3l=d o

stk

X =(commode)Zt 3,
A} A H(secretary drawer)JJr
At o, Ao g 2ts
| 7htollE AEEo] AEE ol
0% ATEe FAMOR gvues
(Table 6 #=x).

4.2, XZEHChest of Drawers)

I5A17] SAI7HRe 718 Sa8 AR A
AEOA WA EoH, AAE Qo E50] 4
of oAl 9 AL B Slstel AAES o

utole] qPRRE WSSl 9 vhee] Q=

E!

u
=

IE]_
2] shAleks Aztol Aoz wAsgon, 4%
Wl Akl FE 25 Bl Ade uets

g3t B A AE(mule chest)7} U2, 164712

=7heelAl, Al 22 d A 2 =, 2011

e
do

AuaA 87 e ARde= Zststa, 17
A71el F=rollA EAF9]9] A (chest-on-stand)
I A 919 AE7d(chest on chest)o] UEbLt
HA o] NEAES AHES7|o Hejgh wolqith
e 919 MEd Feie v oer g9 =
2 sto]io|(highboy) = LHEUL AFH 919
1%@—3— gl thelzt el &8 ERo|(allboy)
2 deAA EdrkTable 6 %) ZigioAx
AR 7R Fo R Fojuh AR]l ARE
(commode), =2 AHAQl 431 Z(chiffon-
niere) & A ¥ ¢l thBoyce, 1988, p. 56).

FI

4.3. IR2E=(Commode)

1847 237k H FEH oM 174)7] o
of e IWEL thelsh gl Zga AEgo
2 55 Awsp PNE wE zs ARy v

gtk Jolz AREESIH old FRE
HEE]o] FHE-EH(commode-tombeau), T
Z(commode a la regence), X =-F A} (commode
Cressent), T = o} HFE(commode a vantaux),
FRE 9} Fdycommode en console), Yu|E H
R =(demilune commode) 5 ThFsHA HHAE &
g2 HoltKp. 67) (Table 6 Fx).
SREERE 1747] o] 144 G4
NGO ol ARoR WEeld Wl i
Fo] 9.2 ¥il(bombe) FH2 FAHIL, 2 1Y
of 7t woe) thalzk el oA Aol it ¢
g Uthp. 68). TRE-A S Fol 154 &
Ao 7H Hojd Ameg Fagh JfER; 2

kA

=—3=

A AH(Charles Cressent)?] o] &9l 8/\1]7]
IR AREoR HEFET AU A4

% A7l ool ™ (apron) o2 Y 1%”5}%
71 7}B2] 9 (cabriole) tie]So] HRA L Qlti(p.
67). 7tE 2L thel= 18A)7]0 At o] e
2 2ZE A vkt kY o]Fo g2 wolxl HA 7t
oAl teE@HoltHp. 171).

FLE of HHEAL £7[9] ool R Hoj Q=
ANEEE 4% BAIZIY ks o] 164] 44
o AFAer 1847] Fuoll A YERSTHp.
68). AHE ¢ Z&2 3 e At 71 geEE
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Table 6. Traditional Western Furniture

Term Furniture Styles Term Furniture Styles
Chest Chest
(15th century) (1560 ~1600)
A A
Louis XV, Commode
Commode (c. 1775)
19417 A
Commode Commode,
(c. 1730) 1755
A Sha
...:_..,______..,-.,.._-
Commode ! Commode
(c. 1730) (18417] By

Queen Anne Chest of Chiltgl;]:lo}s/tz;n d
drawers or tallboy, 184171 ’
18A4]7] P ’
Cabinet Cabinet
(1642~1732) (c. 17th century)
& &

Luice-Smith

Luice-Smith

Wardrobe

(Louis XIV Armoire)
24

Secretary
2
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TAE 18A4)7] Z=gA 7Htdgo|th gu)E IR
S o] ¢9] ()t 72 A mekel 184
7] FHE o] % o 16417] FA O} Zafi A
o Fooll BT AHEL FE SHf Avlo]
ot . 2231 7hato] Zyko] glom, oo
o] 9l7]%= dtHBoyce, 1988, p. 82) (Table 6
Hx).

4.4, 7{H|H(Cabinet), &
E{2|(Secretary)

Attt AFAHches) 2HE AHES AA
At oA AR oheket 8] w2
o Ao Bulgast vha 747 ofae] 2
olm, T3t A &ftol= A9 n|(H)F Ve
£ zo)7]E k. 88). Al 1647 ofe
glofol A fefEo] 17~8A)7]o] AA A2 = Fle
o, TApole HE 1A AL wuElgal, 2o
SES AR W] ool AL Aol
BustH| FEo wEolXl agvitoltHp. 44)
(Table 6 X=). 7H(wardrobe)> AH7o] siet
Sl H7HE =2 A (cupboard) FEHI = &
B =S ol 16~7H7] S04 7idte
Fg7htoltt. “wardrobe”2h= &ol= FAIAIT
PR 23t olbES BUSHE e Ueh
AL 1841717} EoAoF A]F9| ix04 ol 7t
A = 3tHp. 314). Table 62 24l
£ e o} 9}E(armoire) =
(wardrobe) FEQl -2 SO
1 sl de Ak L gle
7o) W Ao mRE 18479 <)
ol A== AEE fol 7:‘*} 1 4
W Aol B QR 0 vﬂau ol
(p. 269). Bt} ARACl Sr 2 184]7] AT =
AHg A (burean) Ei= A ARE 2
Pelr|gistel 71 FHo] W ze 479 A
o] FEA A (document drawer)o| TLAIE| o]
Q1A tHBoyce, 1988, p. 87) (Table 6 Z=).

ZH(Wardrobe),

]

1__

=7heelAl, Al 22 d A 2 =, 2011

e
do

5. 8=, Y=, Mo MSIITe| MEE
O] Hlw
o] BT et @, AR, 47

dugeate 743 A
o, el a7,
i o}oq Aol g e o

GRS
% guo] Bt v)
% gle Aol

US=]

AE
A

mlo

=
5.1, MR E= MEHC 57 2 HEH
2 FE FdEshe ATl 2AAY
o) Ahped 22 28 ARRHe, 4, 5, o0
o] Hof BEge] FYSE st F4E 2
el 4% AR WA D Aol A A8 A%
A, 23 52 49 Ao olfold oF 3
G2 Ui Qo] AEATOIA Aol W
g9t o (1615~ 1867)AIHF-E o] %](1868~
191 A7 8] 74 en 2tzke) S5 uet o
&3k A7) 9 FR AR Feolrh 1 FRE
FHTAE AL, Sude vkl A AR,
olapiat 4, FRuAL olauint A
S ofefol vk} Gl A, vlzokkat A7)
2412, Floldttal At WS Ao of
§, FATAL B, stehiRal A0)), B
E FEGAE A4S, sTAe
o), Apwnbeat TG, ABHAE 438
BT 5, AETAL BARl] 7}
of girk. Telm A7) Med
Ho W FRe F2 A o) he oA
B Andse) AdrTEs A el
ARPRE ARRS F AS ot s g A
W4 S0z tobsit. wahy Atk e A
Hetol gt nekslol NS Ugtel s &
A 2~E(mule chest)oll Al AT =208 4= A
T2 (chest of drawers), &} ¢|(tallboy: chest on
chest), 3}o|&o](highboy: chest on stand), #|H]
(cabinet), F X =(commode), 2% (wardrobe),
% M(secretary drawer) 59| thfet FRE
RHQItH(Table 1~6 Zx).
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52, MY EE MU 37| U 8=

AR e Age F2 2gom
T Sk §EE 4, 5, wiEo] S A d
B0 P 2F W AFE BT, YT A

3}

ﬂllo >11

| 50 BHEE Bk oPe Tt Ao
93t BHOR AGEYUT QL AT
R AR Z2te] g0 wet ek 272
ANTE BRs AgARFoRTY Y75 o
9o BB Y AR gl vt

%, 29 ok 3712 Helth EE 2,
%, A, A7l S4E, o, 400, A
A3, SIC0, AR 2 =T 5, weteld 4
Wagele] AT chidA Agste R B2
Gick. Aol A7) b Ao Acket
Ao] ABAHE ABHS T AS ol &
§ Ao o, % 29 okt A2 B
ARAe) $EL el oA o - 5 - e
ARAE A B sl o] Wksidon
29 HE uE FEby, %, Rt 4%
2 78, A 2o HikS B o7 519 cTable 1
~6 Z%).

ko

Oll Of
- -

r3 rlo
J_ 8o oo

FAE7He & ”XKCheSt)"ﬂ/\i‘:’El ZSkE A
ZH(chest of drawers)o] th3at z}o]| AL A5
o] HFTHFOlA o] T Ao A
B9l e chusl ciott 24 derl 38
B ARES , %, weel olsl] ok, B, ¥l
Aan] ol Amat £A% woln olEthe 3
e7F e daEos Sl A 194
7] 204]7] 2ol A R P2 FIE ot T
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