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ASTRACT

A Study on the Abolition of EC Regulation 4056/86 and Liner

Conference
Choi, Byoung Kwon

A Liner Conference can be defined as "a group of two or more vessel
operating carriers which provide international liner services for the carriage
of cargo on a particular route or routes within specific geographical limits
and which has an agreement or arrangement within the framework of
which they operate under uniform or common freight rates and any other
agreed conditions with respect to the provisions of the liner services".

This study reviews maritime transport policy regarding liner conference
and the changes in the liner market over the decades. Liner shipping
industry has long been protected from competition by block exemption.

The repeal of the block exemption for liner conferences and the
abolition of any special EC antitrust regime for the shipping industry
marks an important step in European maritime competition policy. This
article examines the origins and the rationale of the EC antitrust immunity
granted so far th the shipping industry and explains the causes of this
historic changes.

The abolition of Regulation 4056/86 and of the EU commitment to the
UN Code of Conduct marks an historical evolution in international

maritime policy, which will have an influence far beyond the EU.

Key Words : The abolition of Regulation 4056/86, liner conference,

competition rules




