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“Unfillable Cups”: Meanings of Science Classes to Elementary
School Teachers

Oh, Phil Seok*

Gyeongin National University of Education

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to explore the meanings of science classesto elementary school teachers
from a phenomenological perspective. Participants were twenty-eight elementary teachers who majored in
elementary science education in a graduate school of education. The study reveded that meanings of science classes
were not cong stent but rather varied with what the teachers experienced. In their early career years, when the teachers
were filled with enthusiasm, they devoted themselves to doing science-related school works as well as science
lessons. But, the teachers were gradually concerned about good science teaching, and this concern became more
severe as they redlized the characteristics of science experiments and elementary school students. The teachers
concern did not actually develop into good science teaching practices because of such constraints as lots of school
works, accidentsin science labs, and household affairs. Despite these difficulties, the teachers revitdized their interest
in science and resumed their effort for good science teaching. However, for there are till rooms for improvement in
science teaching, science classes remain as“ unfillable cups’ to the elementary school teachers.

Key words: unfillable cups, elementary teacher, science class
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