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Development of Issue-centered Small-group Debate Program for the
Introduction to Traditional Korean Medicine

Soo Jin Lee', Yong Jae Lee?, Byung Joo Kim'? Young Kyu Kwon'?, Han Chae"

1:SNPMRC, Research Institute for Korean Medicine, Pusan National University,
2: Division of Longevity and Biofunctional Medicine, School of Korean Medicine, Pusan National University

This study was to develop an issue-centered small-group competing-debate program for the Introduction to
Traditional Korean Medicine curriculum in School of Korean Medicine, Pusan National University. This debate program
has student-, process- and depth-focused characteristics with critical-thinking perspectives. We employed random
assignment of the position, submission of the presentation data prior to the debate, and individual result report to assess
debate quality and participation of the students. This program was effective educational program for the understanding
of traditional Korean medicine-related subjects. 56.7% of the students showed "Yes (>7 out of 10)" to the achievements
of the program objectives, and 62.2% reported "much helpful (>7 out of 10)" to the usefulness of this program. We also
found that this debate program would be specifically useful for critical reviewing of subjects which students have known
superficially. This study will contribute to the development and improvement of efficacious educational curriculum for
Korean Medicine by providing practical reference and template with self-directed group debate program.
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Table 1. Individual report form for the small-group issue centered
debate program
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D
Presented issue

Point of issue
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Review & comments
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of the participitant
Major during undergraduate
Engineering Humanities Biology & Medical Others  NA Total

2009 19 1 17 1 0 48
2010 21 4 24 - 1 50
Sex
Male Female na Total
2009 21 23 4 48
2010 20 24 6 50
Age
< 25 yrs. 25-30 yrs. 30-35 yrs. > 35 yrs. NA Total
2009 5 23 10 9 1 48
2010 4 32 8 6 0 50

* NA; not available.
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Fig. 2. Overall satisfaction of this program, and helpfulness to the
TKM studies and debate ability.
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Fig. 3. Improvement of understanding and fortification of
preconception depending on the same or opposite side.
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