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ABSTRACT

This study investigated both the direct and indirect influences of marital conflict on child abuse by
exploring the pathways between marital conflict, maternal anger, and child maltreatment. A total of 344
mothers with 3-year-old children responded to questionnaires, which including items on marital
conflict/violence, maternal anger, and child maltreatment. The data thus collected were analyzed by
means of Structural Equation Modeling. The results indicated that maternal anger partially mediated the
association between marital conflict and child maltreatment. In more concrete terms, the direct and
indirect effects of marital conflict on child maltreatment were a little greater than the direct effect of
maternal anger on child maltreatment. The effects of marital conflict on maternal anger was the greatest
among all associations between the research variables included in this study. The findings of this study
have a number of implications for research and practice, which highlights the important considerations
that both cultivating positive marital relationships and regulating maternal anger should be emphasized

in prevention and intervention programs for child maltreatment.
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